University  of  Illinois 


2007  Sigma  Signs 


o 


b 


Celebration  of  ExceiynVi 
Pasty  Present  &  Future 


Services  for  Students  with  Disabilities 


The  Division  of  Disability  Resources  and 
Educational  Services  (DRES)  is  the  designated 
office  of  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana- 
Chiunpaign  that  obtains  and  files  disability- 
related  documents,  certifies  eligibility  for 
disability  services,  determines  reasonable 
accommodations,  and  develops  and  coordinates 
pkms  for  the  provision  of  such  accommodations 
for  students  and  guests  with  disabilities.  Current 
and  prospective  students  as  well  as  faculty  and 
staff  are  urged  to  contact  DRES  to  request  infor- 
mation about  services  and  resources  available  to 
students  with  di.sabilities.  The  following  is  a 
brief  overview  of  DRES  campus  and 
community  programs. 

DRES  Academic  Services 
Student  Services 

(217)  333-4603  (V/TDD) 
E-mail:  sheft@uiuc.edu 

•  Certified  Rehabilitation  Counselor 

•  Registration  for  services 

•  Coordination  of  academic  accommodations 

•  Priority  registration 

•  Notetakers 

•  Adjustable  tables/desks,  etc. 

•  Referrals  for  career  testing  and  advising 

•  Tutorial  referrals 

•  Referrals  for  accessible  housing 

Cognitive  &  Psychological  Disability  Services 

(217)265-0775 

E-mail:  kdcollin@uiuc.edu 

•  Clinical  psychologist;  Certified 
rehabilitation  counselor 

•  Coordination  of  academic  accommodations 
for  students  with  psychological  disabilities, 
traumatic  brain  injuries,  and  attention  deficit 
disorder  (ADD/ADHD) 

•  Referrals  for  counseling  and  assessment 

learning  Disabilities  Services 

(217)  333-8705  (V/TDD) 
E-mail;  kwold2@uiuc.edu 

•  Learning  Disabilities  Specialist 

•  Assessment 

•  Coordination  of  academic  accommodations 
for  students  with  cognitive  disabilities 

•  Course  substitution 

•  Notetakers 

•  Extended  e.\ani/assignment  time 

•  Learning  strategies  consultation 

•  Preferential  seating 

•  Tutorial  referrals 


Sensory  Accommodations  and  Testing 

(217)  333-4604  (V/TDD) 
E-mail;  bryanmc^'uiucedu 

•  Coordination  of  academic  accommodations 
for  students  with  visual  and/or  hearing 
impairments 

•  Sign  language  and  oral  inteipreting  services 

•  Speech  and  hearing  services  referral 

•  Registration  assistance  for  students  with  vi- 
sual and/or  hearing  impairments 

•  Testing  with  accommodations  (e.g.,  time- 
extentions,  distraction-reduced  environ- 
ment, readers  or  scribes) 

Coodinator  of  Assistive  Communication  and 
Information  Technology 

(2 17)  244-5870  (V) 
E-mail:  jongund@uiuc.edu 
WWW-http;//www.als.uiuc.edu/Info  Tech  Ac- 
cess 

•  Accommodation  services  for  electronic  in- 
formation and  communication  technologies 

•  Assistive  computer  technology  evaluation 
and  training 

•  Independent  literacy  development  with 
assistive  technologies 

•  Universal  design  of  network/computer- 
based  courseware 

Text  Conversion  Services 

(217)244-5785 

E-mail:  aanders2@uiuc.edu 

•  Conversion  of  text  books  and  other  printed 
media  to  alternative  formats  (e.g.,  Braille, 
audiotape,  electronic  text,  large  print) 

DRES  Non-Academic  Services 
Transportation 

(217)  333-4616  (V/TDD) 
E-mail:  mylindag@uiuc.edu 

•  Regularly  scheduled  bus  transportation  for 
DRES  students  via  lift-equipped  buses 

Physical  Therapy  and  Functional  Training 

(217)333-4608 

E-mail;  elliott3@uiuc.edu 

•  Developmenl  and  implementation  of 
strength  and  conditioning  programs  under 
direction  of  physical  therapist 

•  Adapted  equipment/fitness  gym 

Campus  Life 

(217)333-4606 

E-mail;  mlgilbrt@uiuc.edu 

•  Varsity  sports,  including  wheelchair  basket- 
ball for  inen  and  women,  and  track  and  field 


for  students  with  locomotor  disabilities  and 

visual  impairments 

•  Club  sports 

•  Leisure  referral 

•  Kines  1 1 1  —physical  activity  course 

Beckwith  Hall 

E-mail;  pmalik@uiuc.edu 

•  Accessible  resident  hall  with  personal  assis- 
tance services  available 

•  Spacious  private  rooms 

•  Food  service;  personal  assitance  with  meals 
(if  necessary) 

•  Night  clerks 

•  State-of-the-art  computer  system;  Internet 
access 

•  Library/study  lounge 

•  Security  system  in  all  student  rooms 

•  Maid  service 

Driver  Education 

(217)333-4606 

E-mail;  mlgilbrt@uiuc.  edu 

•  Assessment  of  driving  potential 

•  Three  phases  of  instruction  (classroom, 
driving  range,  behind  the  wheel)  on  a  fee  for 
service  basis 

•  Hand-control  equipped  car 

Special  Services 

(217)  333-1970  (V/TDD) 
E-mail;  dcablel@uiuc.edu 

•  Tickets  for  wheelchair  seating  at  intercolle- 
giate athletic/Assembly  Hall  events 

Delta  Sigma  Omicron  (DSO) 

(217)333-4607 
E-mail;  dso@uiuc.edu 

•  Disability  service  fraternity  open  to  all 
students 

Other  CA\n»iTS  Rrsoirc  es 

Illinois  Office  of  Rehabilitation 

Sercives  (lORS)  (217)333-4620 

McKinley  Health  Center  (217)  333-270 1 

Counseling  Center  (217)  333-3704 

Nite  Rides  (217)333-3184 

Emergency  Dean  Sei-vice  (217)  333-0050 

Other  Community 
Disability  Resources 
PACE  (217)  344-5433  (Voice) 

(217)  344-5024  (TDD) 
(Non-residential  independent  living  center  serv- 
ing consumers  with  disabilities) 

VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  AT: 

htlp;//www.disability  .uiuc.edu 
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ORES  Perspectives, 
Experiences  &  Reviews 


Beckwith  Hall — Then  and  Now 

/)\-  Patricia  Barrett  Malik,  Director 

Jjeckwith  Residence  Hall  was  officially  dedicated  on  May  12, 
1982.  With  its  25th  Anniversary  Celebration  taking  place  in 
2007,  it  seems  appropriate  to  see  how  the  physical  building,  pro- 
grams and  services  have  changed  over  the  course  of  25  years.  In 
order  to  do  this,  a  "snapshot"  of  Beckwith  will  be  given  com- 
paring its  opening  in  1982  and  its  current  status  in  2007. 

The  make-up  of  residents  living  at  Beckwith  is  quite  differ- 
ent today  than  25  years  ago.  In  1982.  nine  male  residents,  the 
majority  with  traumatic  injuries,  made  up  the  resident  popula- 
tion. Today,  the  seventeen  residents  with  disabilities  consist  of 
five  women  and  twelve  men.  One  resident  has  a  service  ani- 
mal who  is  also  a  resident  at  Beckwith.  The  majority  of  stu- 
dents living  at  Beckwith  today  have  cerebral  palsy;  four  have 
disabilities  caused  by  trauma. 

The  administrative/management  staff  at  the  opening  of  Beck- 
with in  1982  was  a  married  couple.  Jane  and  Tom  Thornton,  who 
resided  in  an  upstairs  apartment  on  the  second  floor  of  Beckwith. 
Today,  the  administrative  staff  consists  of  Pat  Malik.  Director. 
Katherine  Johnson,  Associate  Director,  and  Paige  Lewis.  Disabil- 
ity Specialist.  None  of  the  professional  staff  are  live-in  staff,  al- 
though Pat  does  typically  spend  one  evening  a  week  overnight  at 


Administrative  staff  consists  of  (left  to  right)  Pat  Malik  (Director),  Katherine 
Johnson  (Associate  Director),  Paige  Lewis  (Disability  Specialist). 

Beckwith.  Beckwith  also  has  two  graduate  assistants  who  serve 
as  resident  advisors  and  on-call  personnel  on  evenings  and 
weekends  when  the  professional  staff  are  not  in  the  building. 

Personal  assistants  (PAs)  were  an  integral  part  of  Beckwith 
in  1982  as  they  are  today.  The  live-in  PA  staff  in  1982  were 
honor  students  in  health  related  professions  who  received 
room,  board  and  academic  credit  as  Beckwith  staff.  Today, 
live-in  staff  work  18  hours  per  week  for  their  room  and  board 
and  also  receive  hourly  salary  for  any  hours  above  the  mini- 
mum 18  hours.  During  Spring  2007.  there  were  four  live-in 
staff.  They  are  supported  by  approximately  60  PAs  who  do  not 


Beckwith  residents  are  provided  with  accessible  transportation  to 
manage  busy  campus  roadways. 


reside  at  Beckwith.  Their  areas  of  study  are  varied  and  include 
such  majors  as  chemical  engineering,  biology,  special  educa- 
tion, psychology,  and  disability  studies.  Other  support  staff 
for  Beckwith  in  1982  were  one  full-time  cook  and  one  full- 
time  housekeeper.  Today,  TICE  foods  is  contracted  for  food 
service,  Kerry  Zimmerman,  Cook,  has  been  at  Beckwith 
longer  than  any  other  staff  (23  years).  In  addition,  there  are 
two  linen  maids,  Amanda  Brown  for  weekdays  and  Alice 
Mobley  on  weekends.  Finally,  we  have  a  part-time  mainte- 
nance worker,  John  Miles,  who  keeps  the  floors  clean  and  the 
building  running.  As  can  be  seen,  the  student  population  at 
Beckwith  has  grown  over  the  years,  as  have  the  staff  positions. 

In  1982  some  medical  services  were  provided  at  Beckwith 
Hall  through  its  nursing  staff.  Today,  "in-house"  medical  serv- 
ices are  not  provided  at  or  by  Beckwith  Hall  staff.  All  medical 
services  (e.g.,  diagnosis,  treatment  and  follow-up)  are  per- 
formed by  McKinley  Health  Services  and/or  other  medical 
service  providers.  Residents  are  taught  how  to  access  and  uti- 
lize McKinley  Health  Services  through  the  Transitional  Dis- 
ability Management  Plan  process. 

While  the  general  two  story  facility  with  its  dining  hall, 
lounge  and  computer  lab  hasn't  changed  much,  there  are  some 
differences  in  the  second  floor  layout  of  Beckwith  today.  In 
1982,  the  first  floor  consisted  of  20  sleep-study  rooms  and  the 
second  floor  included  two  sleep-study  rooms,  ( 1 )  efficiency 
apartment,  (2)  one-bedroom  apartments,  (2)  two-bedroom 
apartments  and  ( I )  medical  suite/oftlce.  There  are  no  longer  any 
apartments  at  Beckwith.  Today,  the  second  floor  of  Beckwith 
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includes  three  staff  of- 
fices, a  computer  lab 
dedicated  to  a  voice 
recognition  computer 
system,  an  office  work 
space  and  12  sleep- 
study  rooms.  Generally 
speaking,  the  second 
floor  rooms  are  the  ones 
most  requested  by  resi- 
dents because  they  are 
slightly  larger  than  those 
on  the  first  floor  and 
have  access  to  the  sec- 
ond floor  balcony  from 
each  room.  Because 
there  are  residents  with 
disabilities  living  on  the 
second  floor,  three  peo- 
ple are  always  on-call 
for  fire  emergencies  and 
all  rooms  are  equipped 
with  sprinklers.  This  supports  the  cur- 
rent "Defend  in  Place'"  procedures  for 
fire  emersencies  at  Beckwith. 


Friends  enjoy  laughs  and  ice-cream  at  an  ice- 
cream Social  at  Beckwitti. 


This  article  attempted  to  provide 
snapshots  of  Beckwith  in  both  1982  and 
2007.  There  have  been  a  variety  of 
changes  through  the  years  .The  overall 
mission  of  Beckwith  remains  the  same 
today  as  it  was  in  1982.  and  specifically, 
the  residential,  educational  and  transi- 
tional objectives  of  Beckw  ith  Residence 
Hall  are; 

1.  to  accommodate  the  residential 
needs  of  students  with  severe 
physical  disabilities  who  require 


Beckwith  residents  hold  many  social  events  such  as  a 
Halloween  party  held  in  the  Social  Room. 

the  services  of  personal  assistants  to  successfully  perform  activities  of  daily  living 
(ADD. 
2.  to  promote  maximal  functional  independence  on  the  part  of  students  with  severe 
physical  disabilities  and.  whenever  possible,  to  facilitate  their  transition  to  main- 
stream community  housing. 
In  1982,  Beckwith  Residence  Hall  was  a  unique  feature  on  a  college  campus.  It  con- 
tinues to  be  unique  in  its  operations  and  programs  among  today's  colleges  and  universi- 
ties. The  vision  of  those  who  conceptualized  Beckwith  has  not  changed  with  those  who 
currently  are  responsible  for  building  and  program  operations.  While  this  article  focuses 
on  the  past  and  present.  DRES  and  University  Housing  are  working  together  to  prepare 
for  the  future  by  building  a  new  state  of  the  art  facility  for  students  with  significant  dis- 
abilities requiring  personal  assistants.  The  new  dining  and  residence  halls  are  planned  as 
part  of  the  "Champaign 
Redevelopment      Pro- 
ject" which  includes  the 
Gregory    Drive    Resi- 
dence Halls  and  has  an 
anticipated  opening  in 
Fall  2009.  This  is  an  ex- 
citing   time     for    the 
Beckwith  program  and 
the  University  of  Illi- 
nois. Wouldn't  it  be  in- 
teresting to  take  a  snap- 
shot of  Beckwith  in  the 
year  2032?  What  will 
the  programs  and  serv- 
ices look  like  25  years 
from  now?  What  will 
be  the  same?  What  will 
be  different? 


Socializing  and  enjoying  each  other's  company  is  an 
essential  part  of  Beclwith. 


Timeline — Legislation,  Assisted  Living  History,  and  DRES  History 


^ 


194-6-2006 


1946-November  9,  Harold  Scharper,  who  after 
being  injured  in  the  1945  war  finds  himself  in  Ward 
27  of  the  Vaughan  Veterans  Hospital.  There  he 
reads  literature  written  by 
J.B.  Rhine  (Research 
Parapsychologist). 
Harold  Scharper 
finds  himself 
writing  a  poinant 
letter  to  J.B, 
Rhine  thanking 
him  for  his  sup- 
port and  help  in 
dealing  with  his 
disability  (see 
article  p.  10). 

1 9  *7-The  Presi- 
dent's Committee  on 
National  Employ  the 
Physically  Handicapped  Week 
was  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  Publicity  campaigns 
emphasized  the  competence  of  people  with  disabil- 
ities and  convinced  the  public  that  it  was  good 
business  to  hire  the  handicapped. 

1948-University  of  Illinois  at  Galesburg  Disabled 
Students'  Program  was  officially  founded  and  di- 
rected by  Timothy  Nugent. 

I948-De//a  Sigma  Omicron  (DSO)  was  founded  on 
the  Galesburg  campus.  It  pioneered  in  concerns 
such  as  education,  employment,  accessibility, 
transportation,  sports  and  recreation,  on  behalf  of 
those  with  disabilities.  It  moved  along,  with  the  stu- 
dents, to  the  UIUC  campus  in  1949. 

I94S-Harold  Scharper  was  the  first  student  with 
paraplegia  to  make  the  commitment  to  be  a  full- 
time  student. 

1949-UIUC  became  first  post-secondary  institution 
to  offer  competitive  adapted  sports  and  recre- 
ational Programs  for  students  with  disabilities. 

1949-The  Governor  of  Illinois  announced  his  decision 
to  close  the  Galesburg  division  of  the  University. 

1949-A  motorcade,  including  wheelchair  students, 
descended  upon  Governor  Adiai  Stevenson's  man- 
sion in  Sprngfield,  Illinois  requesting  that  the 
Galesburg  campus  be  kept  open. 

1949-The  program  moved  to  the  campus  at  Urbana- 
Champaign  where  it  became  a  prototype  for  dis- 
abled student  programs  and  independent  living 
centers  across  the  country. 


t  t 
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1949~Uof  I  GizzKids. 


1949-The  first  National  Wheelchair  Basketball 
Tournament  was  held,  which  led  to  the  founding  of 
the  National  Wheelchair  Basketball  Association 
(NWBA).  Original  teams  were:  U  all  Gizz  Kids. 
Kansas  City  Bulldozers.  Hannibal  (MO)  Rockets, 
Minneapolis  Rolling  Gophers,  Evansville  (IN)  Rolling 
Rockets,  and  the  Chicago  Cats. 

1930-UIUC  is  the  first  post-secondary  institution  to  intro- 
duce curb  cuts  specifically  to  accommodate  students 
with  disabilities. 

I950-S/gma  Signs  media  guide  began  publication. 

1950-Mary  Switzer  was  appointed  the  Director  of  the 
U.S.  Office  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation. 


1949~PGU  Building. 


1 954~U  of  I  buses  were  equipped  with  wheelchair  lifts. 


1954-The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  Brown  versus  Board  of 
Education  of  Topeka  ruled  that  separate  schools 
for  black  and  white  children  are  unequal  and 
unconstitutional.  This  decision  became  a  catalyst 
for  the  Civil  Rights  Movement. 

1954-DSO  students  succeeded  in  getting  Illinois  Gover- 
nor William  Stratton  to  serve  as  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  Annual  DSO  Awards  Banquet.  Governor  Stratton 
gave  a  stirring  speech  on  the  benefits  of  rehabilitation 
and  the  importance  of  the  effort  being  developed  at  the 
UIUC. 

1954-UIUC  offered  the  first  fixed-route  buses  that  were 
designed  and  equipped  with  wheelchair  lifts. 

I955-US  Government  makes  the  polio  vaccine,  devel- 
oped by  Jonas  Salk,  available  to  children. 

1955-Bruce  Aldendifer  is  the  f  rst  woman  in  a  wheelchair 
to  graduate  from  the  University  of  Illinois. 

1959-First  post-secondary  institution  to  create  a  transi- 
tional living  program  for  students  with  severe  locomotor 
disabilities  needing  assistance  in  the  performance  of 


1959~Greenbrier  Nursing  Home. 

daily  living  activities.  Students  resided  at  the 
Greenbner  Nursing  Home. 

196I-UIUC  Developed  the  architectural  accessibility 
standards  (American  Standards  Association 
A11 7.1 )  that  later  became  the  American  National 
Standards  Institute  (ANSI)  standards  for  architec- 
tural accessibility 

I96I-ANSI  published  American  Standard  Specifica- 
tions for  Making  Buildings  Accessible  to,  and  Us- 
able by.  the  Physically  Handicapped 

196! -1962-Tanbner  Residence  opened  on  First 
and  John  Streets  in  Champaign  An  old,  remodeled 
three-story  house  provided  the  needed  attendant 
care  and  an  escape  from  the  nursing  home  envi- 
ronment of  Greenbrier. 

I962-UIUC  is  the  first  post-secondary  institution  to 
organize  national  and  international  tours  for  per- 
sons with  disabilities.  The  first  tour  was  to  South 
Africa. 


1961~Tanbrier  Residence  opened. 
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1962-The  con- 
cept of  of  the 
Guy  M.  Beck- 
with  Living 
Center  was 
bom,  Mr,  Guy 
M.  Beckwith 
was  a  retired 
Illinois  farmer 
from  the 
Kankakee 


1962~South  Africa  trip. 

1964-Guy  Beckwith  dies,  leaving  a  sizable  sum  to  the 
U  of  I  for  the  development  of  a  unique  educational 
housing  facility  for  students  with  severe  physical  dis- 
abilities requiring  assistance  in  their  ADL. 


1965~Rehabllitation  Building  on  Oak  Street  opened. 


1964— The  Civil  Rights  Act,  signed  by  President  John- 
son, prohibited  discrmination  on  the  basis  of  race, 
religion,  ethniaty.  national  ongin  and  creed  (gender 
was  added  later),  Tnis  outlawed  discnmination  on  the 
basis  of  race  in  public  accommodations  and  employ- 
ment, as  well  as  in  federally  assisted  programs. 

1965-The  Rehabilitation-Education  Program  moved  out 
of  the  tar-paper  shacks  and  into  a  new  building,  the 
Rehabilitation-Education  Center  (1207  South  Oak  St., 
Champaign). 

I966-By  June,  there  had  been  381  graduates  and 
100%  placement  in  positions  with  salaries  averag- 
ing better  than  S6,000,  Tom  Jones  had  become  a 
broadcaster  for  WCIA. 

1967-The  Mary  Jane  Neer  Scholarship  fund  was  es- 
tablished with  the  objective  of  providing  opportuni- 
ties for  students  with  disabilities  who  are  working  in 
conjunction  with  ORES, 


i96S-For  the  first 
time  in  the  nation 
and  the  world, 
wheelchair  sports 
will  be  played  at 
the  intercollegiate 
level. 

t968-The  Architec- 
tural Barriers  Act 
prohibited  archi- 
tectural barners 
in  all  federally 
owned  or  leased 
buildings, 

1 9  6  8-Tanbner  House  had  the  highest  collective  GPA  of 
any  University  residence. 

1970-Afew  women  in  wheelchairs  and  some  of  their 
able-bodied  friends  organized  a  women's  basketball 
team,  which  led  to  the  nationally  acclaimed  Ms.  Kids. 


r^ . 


1966~Tom  Jones  became  a  broadcaster  for  WCIA. 


1970~A  female  basketball  team 
was  formed  —  Ms.  Kids'. 


1972-The  Berkeley  Center  for  Independent  Living  was 
founded  and  was  the  first  center  of  its  kind, 

1970-The  Higher  Education  Act  of  1972  amendment 
provided  services  to  students  with  disabilities  entering 
college, 

1 9  72 -First  DSO  Holiday  Party  was  held  for  children  with 
disabilities  in  the  Champaign  area.  This  has  been  an 
annual  event  since  then, 

1 9  73 -The  Rehabilitation  Act  was  passed.  Sections  501, 
503,  and  504  prohibited  discrimination  in  federal  pro- 
grams and  services  and  all  others  receiving  federal 
funds. 

1974-On  February  24  the  frst  intercollegiate  women's 
wheelchair  basketball  game  was  played  at  Kenney 
Gym.  The  UofI  Ms.  Kids  vs.  The  Sqwdettes.  The  Ms. 
K/ds  won  33-14, 

1975-The  Education  of  All  Handicapped  Children  Act 
(PL  94-142)  required  free,  appropriate  public  education 
in  the  least  restrictive  setting.  This  was  later  renamed 
the  Individuals  With  Disabilities  Education  Act  (IDEA). 

1975-Nine  students  from  UIUC  participated  in  the  first 
study  abroad  program  for  students  with  disabilities  at 
Aix-en-Provence,  France, 


1972~The  first  DSO  Holiday  Party  was  held. 

1 9  76-Owight  Johnson  was  the  first  student  with 
paraplegia  to  team  to  fly  at  UIUC  and  to  fly  a 
Beechcraft  Sport  aircraft. 


1974~Ms  Kids  vs  Squidettes  at  Kenney  Gym, 


1976-Centers  for  independent  living  are  established 
in  Chicago, 

I977-UIUC  is  first  to  offer  varsity  letter  awards  to 
student  athletes  with  disabilities.  The  first  recipient 
was  Gunnar  Aariund  of  Sweden 


1975~Studenls  travel  to  France, 
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1976~Dwight  Johnson,  first  paraplegia  student  at 
UIUC  to  fly  a  Beecticraft  Sport  aircraft. 


1977-Hans  Peter  Brass  rep- 
resented U  of  I  atltie  1st 
Annual  Competition  of  ttie 
United  States  Association 
for  Blind  Athletes  at  West- 
ern Illinois. 

1977-SharonRatin,  fresh- 
man in  Pyschology,  be- 
came the  first  and  only 
woman  wheelchair  racer 
in  this  year's  Boston 
Marathon,  and  finishes 
in  3:48:11. 


1977~Hans  Peter 
Brass. 


I980-UIUC  was  first  to  select  a  wheelchair  athlete 
as  its  "Athlete  of  the  Year." 

1982-The  GuyiW.  Beckwith  Living  Center  was 
dedicated.  Beckwith  was  the  first  comfortable 
residential  facility  for  women. 

1982-Diana  Humphrey  ('85  B.S.  Business 
Administration)  becomes  the  first  female  resident 
of  Beckwith  Hall. 

1983-The  Job  Accommodation  Network  (JAN)  was 
founded  by  the  President's  Committee  on  Employ- 
ment of  the  Handicapped  to  provide  information  to 
businesses  with  employees  with  disabilities. 

1984-Sharon  (Rahn)  Hednck  ('82  M.S.  Health  and 
Safety  Education)  became  the  first  wheelchair 
athlete  to  win  a  Gold  Medal  in  wheelchair  track  at 
the  Summer  Olympics. 

1985-Sharon  (Rahn)  Hedrick  became  the  first 
wheelchair  athlete  to  be  honored  with  the 
Southland  Olympia  Award. 

1985-Amy  Grishkat  was  the  first  female  in  the 
United  States  with  a  mobility  disability  to  attend 
formal  sorority  rush,  a  story  which  was  picked 
up  by  United  Press  International.  She  joined 
UlUC's  Phi  Mu  Sorority. 

1986-Timothy  J.  Nugent  retired  from  his  position  as 
Director  of  the  Rehabilitation-Education  Center. 
He  founded  the  program  in  the  1940's. 


1982~Beckwith  Hall  was  dedicated. 

1986-Chuck  Graham  ('87  Speech  Communication)  was 
the  first  student  in  a  wheelchair  to  be  named  to  the 
University  of  Illinois  Homecoming  Court. 

1986-The  men's  and 
women's  wheelchair  bas- 
ketball teams  dropped 
the  name  "G/zz  Kids"  and 
"Ms.  Kids."  respectively 
adopting  "Fighting  lllini." 
The  players  earned  varsity 
status  and  adhered  to  all 
NCAA  regulations  and 
therefore  claimed  the  right 
be  called  Fighting  I 


1985~Sharon  (Rahn) 

Hedrick  received  the 

Southland  Olympia 

Award. 


1987-Marty  Morse  joined  the  ORES  staff  and  incorporated 
modem  technology  by  using  a  computer  to  collect  and  in- 
terpret data  on  wheelchair  athletes,  which  developed 
state-of-the-art  training  strategies  for  wheelchair  athletics 
training. 

I988-Master's 
degree  programs 
in  rehabilitation, 
rehabilitation 
counseling  and 
rehabilitation  ad- 
ministration was 
created  under  the 
leadership  of 
Joseph  Larsen. 

1989-JamesBrady 
('62  BS  Political 
Science),  former 
White  House 
Press  Secretary  to 
President  Reagan 
and  catalyst  for 


the  Brady  Handgun  Vi- 
olence Prevention  Act 
of  1993,  visited 
ORES. 

1 99  0-The  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act 
was  passed.  Closely 
modeled  after  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  and  Section 
504,  the  law  was  the 
most  sweeping  disabil- 
ity rights  legislation  in 
history. 

1 99 1 -Beckwith  residents 
David  Ford  ('94  BS 
Ag),  Luke  Haggerty, 
Tom  Jacobson  ('93  AB 
Sociology),  Ron 
Phelps  ('96  BS  Me- 


1986~Chuck  Graham. 


1987-Marty  Morse,  member  of  ORES  staff 


chanical  Engineering, 
'99  MS  Industhal  Engi- 
neering) Mike  Rembis 
('94  AB  History),  Tim 
Schellenberg  ("91  AB 
Rhetoric),  and  Scott 
Stanley,  were  all 
members  of  UlUC's 
Quad  Rugby  Team 

1992  Beckwith  residents 
Jeff  Balok  ('96  BS  Me- 
chanical Engineering), 
Gerard  Broeker  (94  BA 
Speech  Communica- 
tion, '99  Juns  Doctor), 
and  Norm  Lyduch  ('95 
Business  Admin), 


1 989~James  Brady 
(seated). 


1986-Painting  of  Tim  Nugent 


were  all  National  Team  Members  of  the  United 
States  Quad  Rugby  Association  (USQRA). 

l994~Beckwith  rsidents  Jeff  Balok  (96  BS 
Mechanical  Engineenng),  Norm  Lyduch  ('95 
Business  Admin),  Ian  Rice  ('98  BS  Psychology), 
were  all  National  Team  Members  of  (USQRA). 

1995-UIUC  and  ORES  created  the  U  of  I 
Wheelchair  Sports  Web  page,  the  first  in  the 
U.S. 

1 995~Provost  Larry  Faulkner  requested  an  external 
committee  perform  a  review  of  the  cun'ent  structure 
and  services  of  the  U  of  I  Division  of  Rehabilitation- 
Education  Services  (ORES).  The  committee  made 
a  number  of  recommendations,  one  being  that 
Beckwith  Hall  should  be  closed,  and  students 
with  disabilities  requinng  the  assistance  of 
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personal  attendants  should  be  afforded  housing 
within  the  more  integrative  setting  of  the  other 
UIUC  residence  halls. 

1996-lnterinn  Director  Michael  Ellis  formed  a  commit- 
tee to  review  and  make  recommendations  concem- 
ing  Beckwiths  philosophy  and  mission.  It  was  de- 
termined that  the  Personal  Assistant  Program  must 
include  the  residents  in  the  selection,  training,  and 
evaluation  process.  Each  resident  would  have  an 
individualized  plan  for  independent  skills  training, 
orientation  needs,  and  an  increased  involvement 
with  the  University  as  a  whole. 

1996-lan  Rice  ('98  BS  Psychology),  a  Beckwith 
Resident,  won  the  wheelchair  division  at  the 
Chicago  Marathon. 

199  6-Only  6  students  with  Attention  Deficit  Hyper- 
activity Disorder  (ADHD)  received  academic  ac- 
commodations at  UIUC. 

1998-Weiv  Mobility  Magazine  declared  UIUC  as 
the  top  rated  disability-friendly  campus. 

I998-DRES  celebrated  its  50th  Anniversary,  and 
over  300  persons  attended  the  banquet  comem- 
orating  this  event,  including  current  Director  Brad 
Hedrick,  and  Director  Emeritus.  Tim  Nugent. 


1998~Brad  Hedrick,  present  Director  (left),  and 

Tim  Nugent,  Director  Emeritus,  attended 

DRES  50th  Anniversary. 

I998-DRES  offered  a  computer  literacy  training 
camp  for  youths  ages  16-19  to  provide  the  oppor- 
tunity to  improve  their  knowledge  and  skills  in  the 
use  of  a  vanety  of  adaptive  technologies  suitable 
to  their  disabilities. 

1998-Congress  amended  the  Rehabilitation  Act  to 
require  federal  agencies  to  make  their  electronic 
and  information  technology  accessible  to  people 
with  disabilities. 

1999-Due  to  the  increasing  number  of  students  with 
cognitive  and  psychological  disabilities  with  DRES, 
Dr  Kim  Collins  (clinical  psychologist)  was  hired  to 
coordinate  and  supervise  that  growing  population. 

1999-lndividual  therapy  and  academic  coaching 
services  were  offered  to  all  students  registered 
with  DRES. 

2000-DRES  began  offenng  neuropsychological 
testing  services  to  cun'ently  enrolled  UIUC  students 
who  were  expenencing  academic  difficulties  but 
were  never  previously  diagnosed  with  a  disability. 

2000-Jean  Driscoll  ('91  Speech  Communication, 
93't^S  Rehabilitation  Admin)  won  her  8th  Boston 


2000~Jean  Driscoll  won  her  8th  Boston  Marathon, 

Marathon,  making  her  the  only  athlete  to  do  so,  and  the 
only  person  to  ever  break  the  course  and  world  record 
at  the  Boston  Marathon  five  times. 

2  00 1 -DRES  and  The  Career  Center  (TCC)  partner  to 
create  a  Career  Corner  in  the  entrance  of  the 
Rehabilitation-Education  Center  to  provide  on-site 
resume  critiques,  pnnted  resources  and  handouts  to 
display  a  sample  of  what  was  available  at  TCC. 

2002-Todd  Schmiedl  ('92  MS  Rehabilitation  Administra- 
tion), former  Beckwith  Resident,  was  the  first  individual 


2001 -ORES  created  Career  Corner. 


with  multiple  physical  disabilities  (blindness  and  quadri- 
plegia)  to  earn  a  doctorate  in  clinical  psychology  from 
Argosy  University  in  Phoenix,  AZ. 

2004- Study  found  UIUC  alumni  with  spinal  cord  injuries 
who  graduated  between  1978-2002  found  82%  of  grad- 
uates with  paraplegia  and  73%  of  those  with  quadriple- 
gia  to  be  cun'ently  employed. 

2004— Sam  Williams,  fellow  Beckwith  resident,  was 
selected  at  the  Boccia  Paralympic  Trials  to  represent 
the  United  States  at  the  Paralympics  in  Athens. 

2004-UIUC  had  wide  representation  at  the  Paralympics 
in  Athens.  Greece.  The  United  States  Women's  Wheel- 
chair Basketball  Team  (majonty  of  members  were  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  students  or  alumni)  earned  the  Gold 
Medal,  and  University  of  Illinois  Wheelchair  Basketball 


2004~Sam  Williams. 

Coach  Mike  Frogley  earned  a  Gold  Medal 
coaching  the  Men's  Canadian  Wheelchair 
Basketball  Team. 

2005-Costa  Nikolaides,  fellow  Beckwith  resident, 
traveled  to  Argentina  for  the  Pan-American  boccia 
games  and  brought  home  the  Bronze  Medal. 

2005-UIUC  Board  of  Trustees  approved  a  multi- 
million  dollar  renovation  of  a  multi-phase 
redevelopment  of  current  Champaign  residence 
halls,  which  included  the  relocation  of  Beckwith 
Hall  to  a  new,  state-of-the  art  facility. 

2005-DRES  changed  their  name  from  the 
Division  of  Rehabilitation-Education  Services 
to  the  Division  of  Disability  Resources  and 
Educational  Services  to  acknowledge  the 
division's  demographical  shift  of  students  with 
non-visible  disabilities. 

2005-lllinois  was  the  first  state  to  attempt  to  create 
a  post-secondary  metrics  standard  for  tracking 
students  with  disabilities  in  higher  education.  The 
Illinois  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  DRES  were 
instrumental  in  developing  such  standards. 

2005-UIUC  joined  the  Midwest  STEM  Grant  to 
develop  initiatives  and  award  grants  to  promote 
the  recruitment  and  retention  of  qualified 
students  with  disabilities  in  the  science, 
technology,  engineering,  and  math  fields. 

2005-Dr.  Jon  Gunderson,  DRES  Coordinator  of 
Assistive  Communication  and  Information 
Technology,  developed  digital  access  standards 
for  web  and  electronic  accessibility.  Two  major 
tools  developed  were  the  Illinois  Accessible 
Web  Publishing  Wizard  for  Microsoft  TM  Office 
and  the  Functional  Accessibility  Evaluator. 

2006-Michelle  Hinn,  a  UIUC  doctoral  student 
registered  with  DRES,  was  named  one  of  Next 
Generation  Magazine's  "100  Most  Influential 
Women  in  Gaming "  for  her  work  in  game 
accessibility. 

2006-ln  the  Spnng  2006  semester  a  total  of  342 
students  with  Attention  Deficit  Hyperactivity 
Disorder  (ADHD)  received  academic 
accommodations  at  UIUC  (see  1996  stats). 


The  Testing  Center 

by  Pal  ThU'ssen 

X  he  Testing  Center  at  Disability  Resdurccs  and  Educational 
Services  (DRES)  was  again  a  busy  place  during  the  2()().'i-()6 
academic  year:  305  different  testers  came  through  our  doors 
to  take  a  total  of  2,212  exams!  Many  other  exams  were  taken 
with  accomnn)dations  provided  by  their  instructors. 

Students  with  disabilities  who  are  registered  with  DRES 
may  take  exams  with  accommodations  if  their  resource  facili- 
tators approve  those  accommodations.  Testing  accommoda- 
tions are  approved  only  when  they  are  supported  by  the  ap- 
propriate documentation.  If  their  instructor  cannot  provide  the 
accommodations,  the  students  schedule  their  exams  at  the 
DRES  Testing  Center. 


Based  upon  the  extent  of  the  student's  disability,  testing  ac- 
commodations may  include  the  use  of  a  reader  or  writer,  appro- 
priate extended  lime,  a  distraction-reduced  environment,  tape 
recorders,  closed-captioning  televisions,  computers,  and/or 
other  adaptive  equipment.  Of  the  exams  taken  at  the  Testing 
Center,  2 1  %  (420)  required  the  use  of  some  soil  of  technology. 
Our  computer  stations  are  equipped  with  the  following  assistive 
technology  at  this  time:  keyguard,  trackball  mouse,  alternate 
keyboiu'ds,  text-to-speech,  speech  recognition,  word  prediction, 
screen  reading,  and  magnifying  software. 

If  anyone  has  questions  about  the  DRES  Testing  Center, 
please  contact  Pat  Thiessen  at  (2  1 7)  333-4604,  testing@dis- 
ability.uiuc.edu. 


Spotlight  on  Assistive  Technology — Voice  Recognition 

b\  Pat  Thiessen 


V  oice  or  speech  recognition  software  programs  allow  you  to 
dictate  straight  into  your  favorite  word  processor  and,  in  fact, 
into  most  Windows-based  programs.  It  is  possible  to  create  a 
complete  document  without  touching  the  keyboard! 

Scansoft  Dragon  NaturallySpeaking  and  IBM  ViaVoice  are 
the  two  best-known  programs. 

Both  of  the  systems  have  a  series  of  "voice  commands" 
which  allow  you  to  type,  save  files,  open  documents,  fomiat  doc- 
uments and  even  navigate  around  your  PC  and  surf  the  Internet 
by  voice. 

Voice  Recognition  may  help  those  who  . . . 

•    cannot  use  a  keyboard  and  mouse 


•  may  have  disabilities,  such  as  dyslexia,  which  makes  tra- 
ditional keyboard  entry  difficult  or  impossible 

•  have  attention  deficit  disorder  and  have  trouble  getting 
their  ideas  onto  paper 

•  might  prefer  oral  expression  over  written  expression 

With  experience,  you  should  be  able  to  dictate  at  least  90  words 
a  minute  on  a  fast  PC  (which  is  as  fast  as  a  professional  typist 
could  achieve),  and  get  close  to  97%  accuracy  of  word  recogni- 
tion. You  need  two  to  four  weeks  of  daily  practice  to  get  optimal 
results. 

Any  student  interested  in  learning  more  about  voice  recogni- 
tion may  contact  Pat  Thiessen  at  (217)  333-4604  or  thiessen® 
uiuc.edu.  ■ 


"We're  not  your  typical  University  of  Illinois  Fraternity" 

DELTA  SIGMA  OMICRON  (DSO),  Inc. 

was  established  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1948.  It  has  been  a  strong  voice 
on  campus  for  students  with  disabilities  and  their  needs  ever  since. 

DELTA  SIGMA  OMICRON  (DSO) 

can  offer  you  •  Leadership  Opportunities  •  Volunteer/Service  Opportunties  •  Fellowship 

DELTA  SIGMA  OMICRON  (DSO) 

needs  you  to  continue  to  prosper  and  to  offer  leadership  and  guidance  to  the  chapters. 
If  you  are  interested  in  getting  involved,  please  e-mail  us  at  dso@uluc.edu. 

For  more  information  on  meeting  dates,  times  and  current  events, 

call  (217)  333-4607,  visit  our  Website  at 

www.disability.uiuc.edu  or  e-mail  us  at  dso@uiuc.edu. 


Illinois  Board  of  Higher  Education  Asks  the  Question: 
How  are  Students  with  Disabilities  Doing  in 
Higher  Education  in  Illinois? 


b\  Marva  Burke 


Hdv 


)w  are  students  with  disabilities 
doing  in  higher  education  in  Illinois? 
The  Illinois  Board  of  Higher  Education 
(IBHE)  asked  this  question  of  its  mem- 
ber institutions  in  Gateway  to  Success: 
Rethinking  Access  and  Success  for  a 
New  Century,  and  the  answer  was  dis- 
concerting, we  don't  really  know.  What 
was  quickly  realized  in  the  process  of 
trying  to  reply  to  this  query  was  that 
much  of  the  available  data  were  erro- 
neous, and  that  institutions  varied 
widely  in  terms  of  the  methods  used  to 
count  students  with  disabilities  and  to 
assess  service  provision  and  quality. 
Further,  institutions  generally  do  not 
have  reliable  data  on  whether  students 
with  disabilities  experience  direct  ben- 
efits from  their  postsecondary  educa- 
tional experiences  that  are  comparable 
to  their  peers  without  disabilities  and, 
similarly,  they  do  not  know  whether 
alumni  with  disabilities  experience 
comparable  long  term  benefits  related 
to  such  outcomes  as  employment,  ad- 
vancement, and  personal  income. 

The  importance  of  being  able  to  ad- 
dress these  questions  cannot  be  over- 
stated. Successful  postsecondary  expe- 
riences and  results  are  critical  to 
employment  success  and  independ- 
ence. Given  the  pervasive  and  chronic 
unemployment  and  under-employment 
of  persons  with  disabilities,  and  the  sig- 
nificant positive  impact  that  postsec- 
ondary education  has  been  observed  to 
have  upon  the  employment  status  of 
persons  with  disabilities,  it  is  essential 
that  this  dearth  of  information  be  reme- 


died. Recognizing  this.  IBHE  funded  the 
Metrics  in  Disability  and  Postsecondary 
Education  Project  (MDPE).  MDPE  was 
designed  to  be  executed  in  a  three  phase 
process.  Phase  I  was  to  identify  the  criti- 
cal questions/issues  related  to  disability 
access,  to  assess  the  extent  to  which  postsec- 
ondary institutions  in  Illinois  were  currently 
collecting  such  data,  and  to  determine  their 
existing  capacity  to  collect  the  necessary 
data  in  the  event  such  information  was  not 
being  collected.  Phase  II  involved  the  de- 
sign and  pilot  testing  of  instruments  and 
methods  to  gather  the  necessary  data,  and 
Phase  III  involved  the  dissemination  of  the 
results  of  the  pilot  study  and  solicitation  of 
feedback  from  postsecondary  stakeholders 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  final  postsec- 
ondary disability  metrics  model  that  could 
be  implemented  statewide. 

The  project  goal  is  to  provide  IBHE 
with  recommendations  for  specific  dis- 
ability metrics  that  can  be  used  to  obtain 
ongoing  evaluative  feedback  in  three 
areas.  First,  the  metrics  will  be  designed  to 
assess  the  effectiveness  with  which  sec- 
ondary and  postsecondary  institutions  fa- 
cilitate the  successful  matriculation  of 
qualified  high  school  students  with  dis- 
abilities to  postsecondary  education.  Sec- 
ond, the  metrics  will  be  designed  to  evalu- 
ate the  adequacy  of  campus  support 
services  resources  and  practices  for  cur- 
rently enrolled  students  with  disabilities. 
Finally,  metrics  will  be  designed  to  assess 
the  comparability  of  postsecondary  out- 
comes experienced  by  students  with  dis- 
abilities by  disability  category  and  in  con- 
trast to  students  without  disabilities.  The 


latter  area  will  also  include  the  compar- 
ative assessment  of  employment  out- 
comes or  transfer  outcomes  experi- 
enced by  graduates  of  postsecondary 
institutions  with  and  without  disabili- 
ties to  ascertain  the  relative  success  of 
graduates  with  disabilities  to  their  co- 
hort of  graduates  without  disabilities  in 
obtaining  and  retaining  employment,  or 
in  successfully  transferring  from  a 
community  college  to  a  four-year  insti- 
tution. 

The  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana- 
Champaign  is  serving  as  the  lead  insti- 
tution for  this  project  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  Brad  Hedrick  and  Project 
Coordinator  Dr.  Marya  Burke,  with  Dr. 
Sue  Ouellette  at  Northern  Illinois  Uni- 
versity, and  Tom  Thompson  at  Harper 
Community  College.  John  A.  Logan 
College  is  participating  as  a  pilot  site 
institution.  Researchers  are  in  the  third 
year  of  this  project  and  are  in  the  process 
of  analyzing  the  variety  of  data  collected 
at  four  pilot  sites.  Findings  will  be  pre- 
sented for  further  discussion  and  refine- 
ment to  representatives  of  disability  serv- 
ices, institutional  research  officers,  and 
other  stakeholders  at  several  regional 
conferences  in  Illinois  during  the  spring 
semester  of  2007.  A  final  report  will  be 
presented  to  IBHE  in  July  of  2007.  For 
additional  information,  visit  our  website 
http://www.disability.uiuc.edu/mdpe/or 
contact  Dr.  Marya  Burke  at  maryacb® 
uiuc.edu. 


Harold  Scharper— Inspired  by  the  Writings  of  J.B.  Rhine 

Jlaro 


rold  Scharper  was  the  first  student 
with  paraplegia  to  be  accepted  as  a  full- 
time  student.  He  became  a  paraplegic  due 
to  wounds  he  suffered  in  battle  in  the  1945 
War.  He  was  sent  to  Vaughan  Veterans 
Hospital  in  Hines.  Illinois. 

Whilst  recooperating  in  a  VA  hospi- 
tal. Harold  Scharper  became  inspired 
after  he  read  one  of  J.B.  Rhine's  (a  para- 
psychologist  from  Duke  University) 
publications  which  discussed  the  capac- 
ity of  the  mind  to  assist  persons  with  dis- 


abilities to  deal  with  Ihcir  recovery  and  reha- 
bilitation. 

After  reading  this  publication  Harold 
Scharper  felt  the  need  to  right  a  poignant  let- 
ter to  J.B.  Rhine. 

J.B.  Rhine's  daughter  (Sally  Rhine  Feather) 
and  Duke  University  have  given  us  permission 
to  publish/print'  the  letter  that  Harold  Scharper 
wrote,  and  also  the  letter  that  her  father  very 
kindly  wrote  back  to  him. 

We  have  scanned  both  letters;  however, 
we  have  also  typed  the  contents  of  Harold 


Scharper's  letter  (written  on  November 
9,  1946)  in  case  you  cannot  read  the 
original. 


Reference 

'Harold  A.  Scharper  to  J.B.  Rhine.  November  9. 
1946,  and  R.B.  Rhine  to  Harold  charper.  Novem- 
ber 15.  Xmb.Purapsychohfty  Lcihoratoiy  Records, 
IS93-I9H-4.  Rare  Book.  Manuscript  and  Special 
Collections  Library.  Duke  University.  Durham. 
North  Carolina  (with  permission). 
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oTomlKT  15,  1946. 


Mr.   Harold  A.    Scharper, 
Vaughan   Veterana  Hospital, 
Ward  37, 
Hlnes,   Illinois. 

Dear  Mr.    Scharper: 

I   think  you.  are  right  alnut  the  capacity  of  the  mind  to  make  up 
In  one  way  for  the  handicape  that  nay  dewlop  in  another.      »^ether  or  not 
there  is  an  obvlDUS  and  recognlsaliLQ   injury  or  vtether  It  is  some  dsflclency 
that  Dif.y  'be  inherited  or  laay  de\BlQp  through  Improper  education,    I  think 
the  personally  le  possessed  of  great  resources  for  adjustment  to  balance 
off  the   O'iis  End  ir.£fca  a  good  iiiolesoae  snd  rich  life  for  the  individual. 

The  first  thing  is  to  realize  the  great  capacity  of  the  will  to 
make  these  adjustments;   to  recognize  thit  we  haire  a  wide  range  of  powers 
that  we  do  not  develop  if  we  do  not  need  them  or  want  especially  to  use 
them.     Acoug  these  poifc^rs  are  capacities  for  doing  things;  also  capacities 
for  the  enjoyment  of  life.     Consider  how  3iucb  the  things  we  enjoy  depend 
upon  ccndltlons  "beyond  our  control;   almost  upon  accident.      ?or  example,    I 
enjoy  Persian  rugs  very  much,    so  that  I   could  almost  eat  and  sleep  off  then. 
The  way  I  got  interested  is  curious.     A  Persian  boy  wanted  to   store  a  couple 
of  rugs  in  my  office  one  time  snd  he  insisted  upon  putting  then  on  the  floor 
instead  of  rolling  them  t^j  and  keeping  then  in  my  closet.      They  grew  on  me 
so  that  -vhen  he   t:3ok  them  away  I  -rfO'jld  have  bou^t  them  had  I  been  able  to. 
If  we  know  how  much  vie  can  manage  our  0'.vn  lives  we  can  reach  out  and  acquire 
and  broaden  our  interests  oursel^s  and  not  leaw  it  to  accid'^nt.      This 
reminds  me  of .  some  of  the  lines  of  Eryant's  poem  to  The  Cham^red  ttautilus, 
the  shell  fish  that  builds  a  new  chamber  for  Itself  each  year  as  it  grows 
larger; 

"'Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,   0  ny  soul, 
Aa  the  swift  seasons  roll. 
Leave  thy  low- vaulted  past. 
Let  each  new  temple,   nobler  than  the  last, 
Shut  thee  from  Hea-wn  with  a  dome  more    -ciBt 
Till  thcu  at  length  art  free 
Lea  Ting  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life's 
onrestlng  sea. " 

Our  research  here  does,   I   think,   help  to  support  the   view  that 

the  mind  is  a  free,   creative,   volitional   system.     It  does  encourage  one 

to  reach  out  for  greater  powers.      It  adds  to  the   sense  of  adventure  in 
merely  being  an™.                                                      ^  g,    ^^^ 


Dear  Mr  Rhine. 

I  first  becarr^e  acquainted  witli  your  work  througii  a  good  friend  of  mine  t\Ar  Louis  Lotirens  of  Cfiicago.  Being  disabled  througl^  an  injury 
received  during  tfie  war  I  will  have  to  resort  to  developing  more  than  I  ever  dreamed  the  use  of  my  intellect  I  firmly  believe  that  this  is  an 
asset  to  most  disabled  people  for  we  have  the  time  and  can  develop  the  patience  needed  far  better  than  the  normal  person. 

I  do  not  aim  too  high  that  is  I  am  not  going  to  kid  myself  into  believing  I  will  be  able  to  perform  miracles  but  I  do  as  I  said  before  firmly 
believe  that  the  work  that  you  are  doing  can  help  me  and  others  like  myself  to  become  leaders  in  many  fields. 
I  will  appreciate  deeply  anything  that  you  can  say  or  do  to  confirm  my  belief  Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon. 

I  remain 

Sincerely 

Rppro'luccJi  w^lh  oermission 
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Treasuring  What's  Outside  of  Our  Planet  by 
Visual  Means:  A  Blessing 

by  Laiirice  Dee.  PhD..  JPL  Solar  System  Ambassador  (Arizona  Represemative).  JPL  Solar  System  Ambassadors  Program 
Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory  (JPL>.  Pasadena,  CA 


Xwas  having  lunch  at  Einstein's  Bagels  on 
6  July  1997.  After  picking  up  my  delicious 
food,  I  went  to  the  newspaper  bin.  1  was 
going  to  select  a  paper  at  random  so  that  1 
could  have  something  to  read  while  eating. 
A  good  way  to  stimulate  my  mind  at  the 
same  time  as  my  taste  buds.  Something 
from  "outer  space"  caught  my  eye.  A  large 
photo  of  some  odd-looking  terrain  was  on 
the  front  page  of  the  Arizona  Republic.  The 
entire  rusty-colored  surface  was  littered 
with  varying-shaped  rocks  that  almost 
matched  the  color  of  the  surface.  There 
were  a  couple  of  little  hills  in  the  distance. 
The  sky  was  salmon-colored.  I  figured  that 
it  had  to  be  Mars,  since  I  was  aware  of  it  being  red.  A  box- 
like machine  (with  wheels,  of  course)  was  sitting  in  front  of 
the  scenery  with  a  rectangular  solar  panel  on  its  top.  1  pulled 
that  section  out  of  the  bin  and  anxiously  read  the  story.  I 
learned  that  if  we  would  like  to  know  what  outer  space  looks 
like.  we"d  have  to  send  some  kind  of  robotic  machine  to  pho- 
tograph and  bring  the  images  back  to  our  planet  electroni- 
cally. I  understood  that  some  spacecraft  just  arrived  at  Mars 
and  took  its  first  color  photo  of  the  terrain  w  hich  appeared  in 
the  Arizona  Republic.  The  article  included  a  website  address 
for  those  that  wanted  to  know  more  about  the  photo,  as  well 
as  the  spacecraft's  mission  at  Mars.  I  was  so  intrigued  w  ith 
the  rock-scattered  landscape  and  the  story  behind  it  that  I 
nearly  forgot  my  vegetarian  bagel  sandwich  I 

I  took  advantage  of  my  developing  Internet  research  skills 
to  learn  more  about  the  mission,  and  as  a  result,  I  followed  its 
progress  during  the  following  several  months.  The  images 
brought  back  from  Mars  were  quite  awesome.  I'd  look  at 
them  and  then  read  the  information  that  explained  about  them. 
Not  only  did  I  learn  about  what  Mars  was  like,  but  1  was  able 
to  discover  a  few  other  missions  from  doing  some  research 
on  the  Internet.  One  spacecraft  was  exploring  Jupiter  while 
another  awaited  launch  during  the  fall  of  1997.  Two  space- 
craft were  already  in  space  studying  our  star,  the  Sun.  I  must 
admit  that  I  would  not  have  followed  these  missions  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  incredible  images  that  were  brought  back  to 
Earth  by  these  robotic  explorers.  Hey,  wait  a  minute,  didn't  I 
mention  that  I  am  profoundly  deaf?  Because  of  my  congeni- 
tal deafness.  I  rely  on  my  vision  heavily  to  assimilate  infor- 
mation on  everything.  This  includes  learning  about  outer 
space. 


My  getting  to  know  "what  is  out  there" 
was  one  of  my  most  rewarding  experi- 
ences, since  I  never  knew  anything  about 
outer  space  when  I  was  in  school.  Nor  did 
1  have  an  exposure  to  astronomy  or  space 
exploration  during  my  growing-up  years. 
All  1  knew  were  the  nine  planets  in  our 
solar  system  that  I  had  to  memorize  in 
grade  school  science  class.  I'd  look  at  the 
illustration  of  our  solar  system  and  try  to 
remember  the  number  of  planets,  as  well  as 
their  names.  Even  though  I  was  able  to 
watch  Neil  Armstrong  take  his  first  steps 
on  our  Moon  that  was  televised  interna- 
tionally, my  knowledge  of  outer  space  was 
still  extremely  limited. 

Thanks  to  the  plethora  of  images  that  were  taken  by  space- 
craft that  explored  our  Sun,  as  well  as  Mars  and  Jupiter,  1  was 
able  to  maintain  interest  in  the  Mars  mission  and  develop  my 
enthusiasm  for  the  other  missions  that  explored  our  solar  sys- 
tem. After  learning  about  one  new  mission  after  another  via 
the  Internet,  I  decided  to  do  some  public  outreach  by  joining 
the  Solar  System  Ambassadors  Program,  currently  sponsored 
by  Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory  in  Pasadena,  California.  One  of 
the  things  I  love  to  do  as  a  Solar  System  Ambassador  is  share 
photos  that  were  taken  of  our  celestial  neighborhood,  includ- 
ing planets,  asteroids  and  comets,  by  various  spacecraft.  I  am 
sure  I'd  bore  the  hell  out  of  the  public  if  1  did  not  have  any- 
thing visual  to  show  them! 

If  it  weren't  for  the  remote  sensing  instruments  that  are  af- 
fixed to  various  spacecraft,  we  would  not  be  able  to  obtain 
images,  as  well  as  data,  of  space  objects  that  are  being  ex- 
plored, simple  as  it  is.  Not  only  am  I  the  one  to  appreciate 
outer  space  by  not  having  to  "listen"  to  learn  new  things,  but 
so  many  of  you.  space-  and  astronomy-enthusiasts,  develop 
your  love  for  the  outer  space,  and  the  beautiful  photos  make 
it  even  more  so!  Textual  information,  as  well  as  illustrations, 
enhance  your  understanding  of  what  is  outside  of  our  planet. 
Imagine  what  it  would  have  been  like  for  us  to  learn  about 
outer  space  without  looking  at  photos.  It  is  almost  like  trying 
to  type  information  into  the  computer  or  obtain  it  when  the 
computer  is  off! 

During  the  early  centuries,  well-known  astronomers,  in- 
cluding Galileo  Galilei.  Giovanni  Cassini.  and  Christaan 
Huygens.  were  able  to  develop  and  use  telescopes  to  find  out 
what  was  in  the  night  sky.  They  took  extensive  notes  on  what 
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they  observed.  Such  notes  were  com- 
pared and  made  public.  There  was  a 
strong  disagreement  about  whether 
the  Earth  was  the  center  of  everything 
that  was  orbiting  around  it.  Because 
Galileo  was  able  to  see  that  the  moons 
of  Jupiter  orbit  around  the  huge  gas 
giant,  he  strongly  believed  that  the 
Sun  was  the  center,  not  Earth.  He  was 
placed  under  house  arrest  for  the  rest 
of  his  life  because  one  strong  religious 
group  was  very  much  against  it  and 
did  not  want  to  hear  any  more  of 
Galileo's  arguments.  With  improve- 
ments in  telescopes  in  terms  of  visibil- 
ity, as  well  as  magnification,  later  as- 
tronomers were  able  to  prove  that  the 
Sun  was  the  center. 

Fast  forward  to  our  time.  Technol- 
ogy has  advanced  so  much  that  we  are 
fortunate  to  have  the  technical  means 
to  know  what  outer  space  truly  is  like. 
Thanks  to  the  ground-based  instru- 
ments, we  are  able  to  get  to  know  the 
objects  that  float  in  space  outside  of 
our  planet  visually.  If  it  weren't  for  the 
sophisticated  binoculars  and  tele- 
scopes that  many  of  us  possess,  we 
would  probably  never  enjoy  close-up 
views  of  objects  such  as  richly-tex- 
tured surface  of  our  Moon,  the 
sunspots  that  appear  on  our  Sun.  the 
dimly-lit  little  Mercury,  the  brightly- 
lit  Venus,  the  vast  redness  of  Mars,  the 
dark  bands  of  Jupiter,  the  expansive 
Saturn  ring  system,  comets  with  their 
fuzzy  tails,  planetary  and  solar  nebu- 
lae, star  clusters  (as  well  as  an  infinite 
number  of  stars!),  distant  galaxies, 
and,  of  course,  our  Milky  Way,  one  of 
the  numerous  galaxies  where  our  solar 
system  is  located.  Peering  through  the 
powerful  lens  of  our  scopes,  we  are 
able  to  see  the  four  Galilean  satellites 
that  orbit  Jupiter,  as  well  as  the  multi- 
ple moons  that  revolve  around  Saturn. 
We  also  get  a  good  glimpse  of  the 
global  details  of  Venus  and  Mars 
when  they  move  close  to  Earth. 


Thanks  to  our  robotic  explorers  that 
travel  in  space,  we  are  able  to  obtain  details 
of  our  solar  system  and  beyond  through  vi- 
sual means.  Although  it  may  be  nice  to  lis- 
ten to  and  receive  information  about  outer 
space,  the  photos  definitely  speak  volumes. 
Here  is  something  to  ponder;  How  are  we 
able  to  appreciate  space-related  details, 
such  as  volcanoes  on  lo,  one  of  the  Galilean 
satellites,  if  we  were  listening  to  a  piece  of 
infonnation  about  the  Jovian  system?  Since 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  know  the  intricacy 
of  the  universe  through  listening  alone,  im- 
ages brought  back  by  space-traveling  ma- 
chines are  something  that  all  of  us  cannot 
possibly  do  without. 

Not  only  do  we  study  the  universe 
through  photos,  but  we  are  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  detailed  features  of  our  home 
planet  (from  the  outside)  thanks  to  the 
satellites  that  orbit  Earth.  Let  me  share  one 
experience  of  mine.  Very  shortly  after  re- 
ceiving articles  and  photos  of  tropical  cy- 
clones, including  hurricanes,  sent  to  me  by 
my  aunt  who  lives  in  Tampa,  Florida,  1 
started  developing  interest  in  the  forma- 
tion, as  well  as  the  lifetime,  of  tropical  cy- 
clones in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans. 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  Caribbean  Sea.  I 
have  learned  so  much  about  tropical  de- 
pressions, tropical  storms,  and  hurricanes 
by  tracking  them  via  the  National  Hurri- 
cane Center  (NHC)  Website  during  one 
hurricane  season  after  another.  If  it  weren't 
for  the  Geostationary  Operational  Envi- 
ronmental Satellites,  as  well  as  a  few  other 
Earth-orbiting  satellites  that  beam  updated 
images  of  tropical  cyclones  to  Earth,  I  would 
have  no  idea  of  what  a  massive  swirling 
convective  storm  system  looks  like,  as  well 
as  its  development  and  activity.  Following 
tropical  cyclones  every  huiricane  season  by 
looking  at  images  and  reading  reports  from 
the  NHC  Website  continues  to  be  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  experience  for  me.  A 
great  way  to  appreciate  our  Mother  Nature! 
For  all  the  things  I've  mentioned  above, 
1  must  say  that  we're  definitely  blessed  to 
have  our  sight  which  enables  us  to  treas- 


ure all  the  details  of  our  celestial 
neighborhood,  as  well  as  the  universe, 
with  the  use  of  high-tech,  ground- 
based  equipment  and  remote-sensing 
instruments  on  board  spacecraft.  For 
the  life  of  me,  I  cannot  imagine  anyone 
appreciating  the  vastness  of  outer 
space  by  auditory  means  without  look- 
ing at  images! 

Back  to  the  color  photo  of  Mars  that 
I  mentioned  earlier,  it  was  the 
Pathfinder  lander  that  took  the  image 
of  the  beautiful  terrain.The  cute  little 
rover.  Sojourner,  was  sitting  in  stowed 
position  right  in  front  of  the  lander. 
Both  the  lander  and  rover  arrived  at 
Mars  on  the  4th  of  July  in  1997  and 
had  an  extremely  successful  mission. 
Sojourner  took  images  and  collected 
data  on  various  rocks  after  rolling 
down  from  the  lander.  The  lander  itself 
took  images  of  the  scenery  and  took 
measurements  of  the  Mars  environ- 
ment.The  huge  success  of  the  mission 
led  to  several  missions  that  have  al- 
ready arrived  at  Mars  to  perform  ex- 
tensive study  of  the  Red  Planet. 

By  the  way,  if  Galileo,  Cassini,  and 
Huygens  had  lived  in  our  time,  they 
would  probably  get  so  much  informa- 
tion by  using  sophisticated  instruments 
that  they  would  hardly  get  any  sleep! 
Imagine  what  it  would  have  been  like 
for  them  to  work  alongside  with  cur- 
rent astronomers  and  scientists! 


Addendum: 

If  you  have  any  questions  and  would  like  to 
comment,  please  do  contact  Dr.  Dee  at 
jplssumbassador(2'wyndlell,com  or  launch- 
space@msn.  com  or  send  her  a  fax  at 
480.890.7878.  The  website  for  the  JPL  Solar 
System  Ambassadors  Program  is  http:// 
www.  jpl  .nasa.gov/ambassador. 
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River  City  Girl  Thrives  on  Prairie 


by  Sylvia  Doherty-Meek  Class  of  1964 
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Ly  aspiration  to  be  a  professional 
roller  skater  took  a  180°  turn  when  I 
woke  up  in  an  iron  lung  during  the  1954 
polio  epidemic.  I  read  of  the  Salk  vac- 
cine approval  in  Life  Magazine  while 
spending  the  eighth  grade  at  Cincinnati 
Children's  Convalescent  Home.  Recov- 
ery involved  years  of  rehabilitation  and 
muscle  transplants  to  regain  movement 
and  strength  in  some  of  my  muscles. 

I  was  thrilled  to  complete  my  junior 
and  senior  year  in  a  regular  girls"  high 
school.  Because  I  was  a  good  student, 
it  was  assumed  that  I  would  continue 
my  studies  at  the  nearby  college  run  by 
the  same  Order  of  Sisters.  I  worked  on 
my  high  school  newspaper  and 
planned  to  major  in  journalism.  With 
the  help  of  scholarships,  I  was  to  be  the 
first  in  my  family  to  pursue  a  college 
education.  My  parents  would  have 
been  happy  if  I  didn't  have  to  go  to  col- 
lege to  learn  to  support  myself. 

I  contacted  the  Ohio  Bureau  of  Vo- 
cational Rehabilitation  (BVR)  seeking 
help  for  college  tuition.  My  astute 
BVR  counselor  asked  if  I  would  be  in- 
terested in  going  to  a  university  where 
I  could  have  more  opportunities  to  de- 
velop my  intellectual  and  physical  po- 
tential. Since  my  mother  was  still  help- 
ing me  with  most  activities  of  daily 
living.  I  could  not  envision  living  away 
from  home.  My  counselor  encouraged 
me  to  consider  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, which  had  been  adapted  for  dis- 
abled veterans  after  World  War  II.  The 
campus  was  relatively  flat  and  most  of 
the  main  buildings  had  been  made  ac- 
cessible to  students  with  disabilities. 
He  said  that  I  might  be  able  to  get  fi- 
nancial help,  as  well  as  more  physical 
independence,  by  attending  the  U  of  I. 

1  made  an  appointment  with  the  Re- 
habilitation-Education Services  to  visit 
the  Illinois  campus.  Tim  Nugent  was 
the  founder  and  director.  My  parents 
were  skeptical,  but  to  be  supportive, 
they  drove  me  the  200  miles  to  see  the 
campus.  At  that  meeting,  Tim  chal- 
lenged me  to  prove  my  desire  to  be  an 


mini  by  successfully  completing  a  U  of  I 
conespondence  course.  Rhetoric  101 .  Tim 
noticed  that  I  wasn't  able  to  put  on  my  coat 
by  myself.  He  encouraged  me  to  use  a 
'"silent  butler"  or  bedpost  to  hold  my  jacket 
while  1  slipped  it  on.  He  told  me  I  would 
need  to  gain  more  independence  in  activities 
of  daily  living  if  I  were  to  live  on  campus. 

As  result  of  that  initial  meeting,  I  ac- 
cepted his  challenge  and  continued  aggres- 
sive therapy  at  a  Cincinnati  Rehab  Center 
to  be  ready  to  enter  the  U  of  I.  His  insight- 
ful comment  on  that  first  meeting  served 
as  the  impetus  I  needed  to  think  outside 
the  box  and  learn  to  reach  for  my  poten- 
tial. 

1  applied  for  scholarships  with  the  local 
bank  and  a  foundation  which  provided 
funds  for  women  in  higher  education.  I 
was  lucky  to  receive  both  sources  of  finan- 
cial aid,  along  with  BVR  assistance.  1  then 
knew  that  I  could  afford  Illinois.  My  letter 
back  to  Tim  Nugent  told  him  that  I  had 
completed  the  freshman  rhetoric  corre- 
spondence course  and  had  been  working 
hard  in  therapy  to  become  more  independ- 
ent. He  invited  me  to  come  up  a  week  be- 
fore classes  started  to  see  if  I  could  live  in 
the  dormitory.  My  residence  would  be 
Allen  Hall,  which  had  facilities  for  dis- 
abled as  well  as  able-bodied  students. 
Greenbrier  Hall,  which  would  be  the  first 
residence  with  personal  care  assistants, 
was  not  opened  until  I  was  a  senior. 

My  first  semester  at  the  University  of 
Illinois  was  one  of  wonder  and  worry.  I 
was  amazed  at  the  size  of  the  campus  and 
was  overwhelmed  at  the  amount  of  learn- 
ing that  was  possible.  Living  in  Allen  Hall 
provided  me  with  a  whole  new  experience 
in  meeting  people  from  all  over  the  coun- 
try. But  I  could  not  have  succeeded  with- 
out the  assistance  provided  by  DRES. 
Their  equipped  buses  provided  a  means  of 
transportation  to  classes  and  other  events, 
along  with  personnel  who  were  willing  to 
lend  a  hand  whenever  necessary.  The  win- 
ter of  "6 1  was  one  of  the  coldest  on  record. 
A  new  campus  fashion  of  "snoot  boots" 
were  in  vogue  to  ward  off  the  sub-zero 
temperatures! 


In  Allen  Hall  1  developed  many 
friendships  that  endure  to  this  day.  The 
physical  therapy  program  in  the  bar- 
racks not  only  fulfilled  the  physical  ed- 
ucation course  requirement  but  was 
also  a  customized  support  group.  Even 
though  1  was  unable  to  participate  in 
sports.  I  supported  the  Gizz  Kids  and 
attended  their  games.  I  was  a  reporter 
on  the  newsletter  for  the  rehabilitation 
program.  The  Spokesman,  as  well  as 
secretary  of  Delta  Sigma  Omicron. 

Like  most  freshmen,  I  had  to  work 
a  lot  harder  than  I  did  in  high  school, 
and  1  worried  about  flunking  out  that 
first  semester.  It  was  so  hard  to  keep  up 
with  my  studies  with  my  physical  lim- 
itations that  I  frequently  felt  like  call- 
ing my  parents  and  begging  them  to 
come  and  get  me!  I  made  it  to  Thanks- 
giving break  and  never  again  consid- 
ered leaving.  I  loved  campus  life,  at- 
tended mini  games,  and  expanded  my 
horizons  in  such  a  stimulating  environ- 
ment. 

I  entered  the  University  as  a  jour- 
nalism major  but  soon  realized  that  I 
was  in  a  very  competitive  field.  (Roger 
Ebert  was  in  my  class,  and  he  was  al- 
ready on  his  way  to  becoming  editor  of 
the  Daily  lllini!)  I  met  a  young  man  in 
my  class  with  a  stuttering  problem 
who  was  receiving  therapy  at  the  cam- 
pus speech  clinic.  With  the  encourage- 
ment of  another  student  in  the  program 
who  lived  in  my  dorm.  Barb  Gilby,  I 
became  interested  in  the  field  of  com- 
munication disorders.  At  that  time  the 
speech  clinic  was  in  a  very  old  house 
on  John  Street.  There  was  a  long  ramp 
to  access  the  building,  but  it  had  no 
first  floor  rooms  for  clinical  practicum. 
Since  we  wanted  to  major  in  speech 
pathology,  we  met  with  the  director  of 
the  program.  Dr.  John  O'Neill,  and 
convinced  him  to  start  using  closed- 
circuit  TV  so  that  we  could  observe 
speech  therapy  sessions  and  enroll  in 
prerequisite  courses  offered  there.  At 
every  convention  thereafter,  1  attended 
the  Illinois  party  and  let  Dr.  O'Neill 
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know  I  was  still  working  in  the  field. 
Our  instructor.  Dr.  Willard  Zcmlin,  car- 
ried each  of  us  to  the  third  floor  of  Illini 
Hall  to  see  his  speech  science  lab  and 
its  equipment.  All  of  the  speech  and 
hearing  faculty  were  supportive  of  our 
efforts. 

Graduating  in  "64  with  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  speech  correction,  I  realized 
that  I  would  need  a  master's  degree  in 
order  to  work  in  a  hospital-based 
speech  pathology  program.  I  was  of- 
fered an  assistantship  to  do  graduate 
work  at  Southern  Illinois  University. 
After  getting  my  master's  degree  a  year 
later.  I  accepted  a  position  at  a  Cincin- 
nati hospital  that  was  opening  a  rehabil- 
itation department.  I  was  hired  to  work 
with  Cincinnati  Royals  basketball 
player,  Maurice  Stokes,  who  had  been 


injured  in  a  fall  during  a  basketball  game 
and  who  now  required  intensive  speech 
therapy  to  communicate.  I  worked  with 
Maurice  for  five  years  while  setting  up  the 
speech  pathology  department  in  the  hospi- 
tal. It  was  the  Illinois  philosophy:  "Abil- 
ity, not  disability,  counts"  that  I  used  in 
working  with  communication-impaired 
patients.  In  my  32-year  career,  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  develop  clinical  service 
programs  in  several  hospitals  as  well  as 
teaching  medical  residents  and  allied 
health  professionals.  I  often  think  how  dif- 
ferent my  life  would  have  been  had  I  not 
attended  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Thirty-eight  years  ago,  I  met  my  wonder- 
ful husband.  Henry,  who  has  supported  my 
goals  and  has  helped  me  to  lead  a  very 
happy  life  while  meeting  the  increasing 
challenges  of  the  late  effects  of  polio.  We 


adopted,  at  age  five,  our  daughter,  Re- 
becca. She  is  now  married  and  has  given 
us  two  wonderful  granddaughters,  ages 
eight  and  ten. 

Since  retiring  from  my  profession,  I 
am  on  the  board  of  the  local  polio  sup- 
port group  and  edited  the  newsletter  for 
several  years.  I  am  finding  a  new  source 
of  energy  writing  in  a  unique  program 
called  "Women  Writing  for  a  Change." 
Henry  and  I  volunteer  as  communica- 
tion facilitators  for  engaged  couples 
with  our  church.  Last  year,  I  revisited 
the  U  of  I  campus  and  toured  the  Reha- 
bilitation-Education Center  with  a  re- 
newed appreciation  of  accomplish- 
ments of  the  program.  I  feel  so  proud 
and  grateful  to  be  one  of  the  recipients 
of  Tim  Nugent's  dream  that  paved  the 
way  for  so  many  of  us. 


Hong  Kong  Experiences 

By  Christie  Gilson 

Xam  a  doctoral  candidate  in  special  educa- 
tion at  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana- 
Champaign  and  I  am  blind.  Last  year  I  was 
offered  a  Fulbright  Fellowship  to  conduct 
the  research  for  my  dissertation  in  Hong 
Kong.  I  interviewed  five  students  with  dis- 
abilities at  a  university  in  Hong  Kong.  I  also 
interviewed  the  students"  instructors  and 
staff  designated  to  serve  students  with  dis- 
abilities from  the  University.  My  purpose 
was  to  explore  the  supports  and  barriers  en- 
countered by  university  students  with  dis- 
abilities in  Hong  Kong.  In  addition.  I  was 
interested  in  understanding  how  disability  is  thought  of  and 
talked  about  in  Asia. 

While  living  in  Hong  Kong,  I  visited  southern  China  sev- 
eral times,  explored  the  ruins  of  a  Portuguese  church  in 
Macau,  gave  four  lectures  at  universities  in  Taipei,  Taiwan, 
and  went  on  safari  in  Singapore.  As  is  often  the  case  when 
studying  abroad.  1  had  several  glorious  adventures  which  were 
so  thrilling  at  the  time  that  I  literally  pinched  myself.  I  also 
experienced  plummeting  self-esteem  from  many  acts  of  covert 
and  several  acts  of  overt  discrimination.  I  would  like  to  briefly 
share  a  few  of  my  challenges  and  the  lessons  I  have  learned 
from  my  time  in  Asia  with  you. 

First,  I'd  like  to  bring  you  along  as  I  recount  a  few  of  my 
delightful  excursions!  As  a  reward  for  my  voluntary  English 
teaching  at  the  Ebenezer  School  and  Home  for  the  Visually 
Impaired  in  Hong  Kong,  I  was  invited  to  journey  to  a  tradi- 
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lional  Chinese  village  which  had  recently 
been  restored  for  tourists.  Ten  students, 
three  teachers,  and  I  all  took  a  cable  car 
across  breathtakingly  beautiful  mountains 
to  the  village.  There  were  open  air  vents  in 
the  cable  car.  allowing  us  to  breathe  crisp 
mountain  air.  The  silence  of  the  car  as  it 
swung  along  the  cable  contrasted  with  the 
bustle  that  is  ubiquitous  in  Hong  Kong. 

We  watched  two  full-screen,  surround- 
sound  movies  — one  about  monkeys  and 
the  other  chronicling  the  life  of  Buddha. 
We  then  visited  a  Buddhist  temple,  in  front 
of  which  over  a  hundred  sticks  of  incense  were  burning  in  a  bar- 
rel with  such  heat  and  noise  that  I  would  liken  them  to  a  bon- 
fire. The  most  trying  but  rewarding  event  of  the  day  was  our 
climb  up  over  four  hundred  steps  to  visit  the  largest  sitting  Bud- 
dha in  southern  China.  The  peace  filling  my  soul  as  I  drank  Chi- 
nese tea  at  that  village  is  something  I  treasure  to  this  day. 

My  trip  to  Singapore  was  the  only  time  I  felt  like  a  tourist 
while  living  in  Asia,  for  at  all  other  times  I  was  with  locals.  I 
flew  on  —an  experience  I  would  highly  recommend  to  any- 
one with  the  funds!  The  Singaporean  people  were  unfailingly 
friendly  and  hospitable.  1  toured  the  school  for  the  blind  and 
took  the  MRT  subway  system  by  my,self,  since  the  stops  were 
announced  in  English,  Mandarin,  Malay,  and  Tamil  (a  south- 
ern Indian  language). 

Some  Hong  Kong  friends  of  mine  who  were  in  Singapore 
at  the  same  time  invited  me  to  eo  on  safari  w  ith  them.  We  rode 
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a  small  tram  while  a  conductor  spoke  "Singlish."  describing 
the  animals  we  could  see  on  either  side  of  us.  We  heard  a  lion 
roaring  vehemently.  I  touched  a  stuffed  crocodile  and  a  live 
baby  shark  in  a  wading  pool.  That  shark  moved  with  such 
power  and  decisiveness:  what  a  thrill  it  was  to  feel  his  leath- 
ery skin  as  he  hurdled  through 
the  water! 

Hong  Kong  stands  at  the 
crossroads  of  Asia,  with  its 
proximity  to  China  and  its 
many  immigrant  communities 
from  every  corner  of  the 
globe.  Hong  Kongers  stay  up 
until  the  early  morning  hours. 
even  on  weekdays,  and  subse- 
quently arrive  at  work  later 
than  is  typical  in  the  U.S.  Can- 
tonese food  is  delicious,  with 
vegetables  and  rice  being  the 
staples.  My  favorite  meal  in 
Hong  Kong  is  called  yam  tsa. 
Friends  or  family  congregate 
at  a  local  restaurant,  eat  dump- 
lings, and  drink  tea.  The  con- 
versation is  voluble  and  the  food  is  freshly  steamed. 

For  those  of  us  who  require  some  assistance  to  be  inde- 
pendent. Hong  Kong  is  an  ideal  place  to  live.  One  can  hire  a 
Philippina  or  Indonesian  domestic  helper  for  approximately 
$500  per  month.  The  helper  lives  in  one"s  home  and  works 
all  day  every  day  except  Sundays.  How  1  envy  my  friends 
living  in  Hong  Kong  who  have  crisply-ironed  clothes,  home- 
made meals,  and  spotless  apartments! 

I  did  face  significant  challenges  while  living  in  Hong 
Kong  as  well.  The  helpfulness  of  the  public  was  a  mixed 
blessing.  The  strangers  I  met  on  the  streets  and  the  friends  I 
made  in  Hong  Kong  were  unfailingly  hospitable.  I  remain 
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grateful  to  them  for  their  many  kindnesses  to  me.  Sometimes, 
however,  people  would  act  in  ways  they  assumed  were  help- 
ful but  in  fact  were  quite  dangerous  for  me.  One  man  wanted 
to  guide  me  along  a  path.  He  grabbed  the  tip  of  my  cane  and 
wanted  me  to  walk  behind  him.  What  he  did  not  realize  was 

that  I  use  the  cane  to  locate 
changes  in  elevation,  steps, 
and  other  information  about 
my  environment.  I  simply  did 
not  move  until  he  gave  my 
cane  back  to  me.  As  I  was 
climbing  or  descending  the 
countless  staircases  in  Hong 
Kong,  members  of  the  public 
would  often  grab  my  arm  to 
help  me  down  the  stairs. 
What  1  could  not  effectively 
communicate  to  them  was 
that  their  actions  would  tend 
to  impede,  rather  than  in- 
crease, my  balance. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  we 
must  relate  our  stories  of  dis- 
crimination along  with  our  triumphs  in  the  disability  com- 
munity. To  that  end,  I  was  asked  by  the  U.S.  Consulate  in 
Guangzhou,  China  to  participate  in  meetings  with  Jeff  Rosen 
from  the  National  Council  on  Disability  from  the  U.S.  and 
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Christie  and  a  friend  climbed  400  steps  to  visit  the  largest 
Buddha  In  southern  China. 
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local  Chinese  officials  from  the  China  Disabled  Persons  Fed- 
eration in  May  of  2006  in  Guangzhou.  1  boarded  a  train  in 
Kowloon  — a  district  of  Hong  Kong— which  took  me  north 
into  southern  China.  As  my  Mandarin  and  Cantonese  are  min- 
imal and  1  am  unable  to  see  facial  expressions  or  gestures.  1 
was  apprehensive  about  the  journey.  I  arrived  without  inci- 
dent. But.  for  the  next  three  days.  1  was  subjected  to  discrimi- 
nation on  a  scale  and  to  a  depth 
that  was  bewildering  to  me.  A 
restaurant  refused  to  give  me  a 
seat,  even  though  they  had 
plenty  of  space  available.  A  taxi 
driver  shouted  at  me  to  get  out 
of  his  cab.  The  management  at  a 
friendship  store  — a  nationally- 
run  chain  designed  for  foreign- 
ers to  purchase  souvenirs  at  — 
refused  to  help  me  shop, 
claiming  that  it  would  be  too  big 
of  a  responsibility.  Finally. 
when  I  wanted  to  board  my  train 
to  return  to  Hong  Kong,  the  staff 
at  the  station  refused  to  guide 
me  from  the  ticket  counter  to  the 
train  platform. 

By  the  time  I  came  back  to 
Hong  Kong,  I  was  apprehensive 
about  leaving  my  dormitory 
room  to  venture  into  the  public, 
given  my  treatment  on  three 
consecutive  days  in  Guangzhou. 
I  began  to  feel  guilty  for  being 
different  than  others  and  for 
asking  for  help  when  needed. 
However,  friends  from  within 
the  disability  community  and 
without  reminded  me  of  my  per- 
severance in  the  face  of  other 
difficulties.  While  I  was  scared 
to  talk  about  what  happened  to 
me  for  fear  of  being  put  into  jail, 
they  encouraged  me  to  speak  out  to  educate  the  public.  I  al- 
lowed my  assertive  side  to  emerge  again,  and  I  noticed  that 
people  condescended  to  me  less  as  I  projected  self-confi- 
dence. 

Fd  like  to  share  a  few  lessons  I  learned  while  living  in  Asia 
for  a  year.  While  in  Hong  Kong,  I  grew  to  appreciate  that  it  is 
not  shameful  to  admit  one's  dependence  occasionally.  I  feel 
like  those  of  us  with  disabilities  who  have  grown  up  in  the 
West  are  made  to  feel  guilty  for  needing  help  at  times.  What  a 
relief  it  was  to  shed  that  burden  for  a  year!  As  an  example. 
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my  Chinese  friends  would  bring  me  fresh  fruit  from  the  store 
when  they  did  their  own  shopping.  I,  in  turn,  would  edit  their 
papers  written  in  English. 

The  most  important  lesson  I  learned  from  my  trip  to  Hong 
Kong  was  to  dream  big!  How  many  times  have  we,  as  peo- 
ple with  disabilities,  been  discouraged  from  pursuing  our 
dreams  by  ill-informed  professionals,  family  members,  or 

even  friends?  With  those  nega- 
tive messages  ringing  in  my 
cars.  I  hesitated  to  apply  for  the 
Fulbright  program.  I  credit  God's 
gift  of  perseverance  in  my  life  as 
the  reason  I  was  selected  to  rep- 
resent the  United  States  of 
America  by  the  Department  of 
State  in  Hong  Kong.  Had  I  lis- 
tened to  those  who  have  tried  to 
pull  me  down  in  the  past,  I 
would  not  have  been  a  regular 
guest  at  receptions  held  by  the 
U.S.  Consulate  in  Hong  Kong. 
Had  our  government  not  be- 
lieved in  my  potential.  I  would 
not  have  been  able  to  make  nu- 
merous contacts  throughout  Asia 
which  will  enhance  my  career 
for  years  to  come.  I  would  like  to 
sincerely  thank  the  Institute  of  In- 
ternational Exchange  for  their  in- 
\  aluable  financial  and  logistical 
support  in  ensuring  that  my  Ful- 
bright Fellowship  went  smoothly. 
Taking  on  such  a  formidable 
challenge  as  study  abroad  with  a 
visible  disability  was  not  easy  by 
any  means.  I  learned  how  drain- 
ing it  is  to  be  a  pioneer  in  trying 
to  change  people's  attitudes.  And 
yet,  I  would  like  to  think  that  a 
few  people's  perceptions  about 
the  potential  of  people  with  dis- 
abilities were  changed  by  my  daily  interactions  with  them. 
My  perceptions  of  the  Chinese  people  gained  a  level  of  depth 
they  would  have  never  reached,  had  I  not  lived  in  their  beau- 
tiful country  for  almost  a  year. 

If  you  would  like  to  apply  for  a  Fulbright  Fellowship  or 
other  types  of  international  exchange  grants,  please  visit 
http://www.iie.org.  If  you  are  interested  in  reading  more 
about  my  adventures,  I  kept  a  travel  blog  at  http://www.trav- 
elblog.org/Bloggers/Hong-Kong-Fulbrighter/. 
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Perspectives  from  a  Student-Intern 


by  Wayne  Sutton.  Mechanical  Engineering  Senior,  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign 


M. 


.  y  name  is  Wayne  Sutton.  I  am  a 
senior  in  mechanical  engineering  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Cham- 
paign (UIUC).  with  an  attention  deficit 
hyperactivity  disorder  (ADHD).  I  was 
diagnosed  with  this  when  I  was  in  the 
first  grade.  From  the  moment  that  I 
was  diagnosed  with  ADHD,  I  have  had 
to  overcome  many  roadblocks  in  my 
life  to  be  where  I  am  at  today.  If  it  were 
not  for  DRES  and  the  Entry  Point  Pro- 
gram, I  would  have  not  been  able  to  be 
as  successful  as  I  am  at  this  moment  in 
my  life. 

The  DRES  center  has  opened  path- 
ways where  I  have  an  equal  chance  to 
succeed  like  other  students  at  UIUC.  I 
have  been  allowed  testing  accommo- 
dations, such  as  extended  testing  time, 
a  distraction  free  environment  to  take 
my  exams  and  emotional  support. 
DRES  also  helped  me  to  be  able  to 
overcome  a  couple  of  semesters  that 
were  taking  a  strong  mental  and  physi- 
cal toll  on  my  body  and  self-esteem.  I 
was  allowed  to  go  under  the  required 
courseload  to  remain  at  full-time  stu- 
dent standing.  I  was  also  offered  coun- 
seling to  help  with  my  mental  state  of 
mind  during  that  very  rough  moment 
in  my  life.  I  almost  gave  up  and  was 
about  to  drop  out  of  college,  but  the 
DRES  center  helped  me  by  relieving 
some  of  the  stress  and  coursework  that 
I  was  overloaded  with.  Because  of 
DRES  and  the  wonderful  counselors 
working  for  them,  today  I  am  in  good 
standing  with  the  College  of  Engineer- 
ing and  on  my  way  to  becoming  a  pro- 
fessional mechanical  engineer. 

But  DRES  has  done  other  things  for 
me  that  have  made  my  college  experi- 
ence more  than  worthy  of  remembrance. 
I  was  introduced  to  the  Entry  Point/ 
A  A  AS  Program.  This  program  was  de- 
signed to  help  students  that  were  a  little 
less  fortunate  than  many  other  students 
so  that  they  would  have  an  equal  chance 
to  have  opportunities  to  work  for  world- 
renowned  companies  such  as  NASA 
and  Lockheed  Martin. 


I  had  interviewed  with  an  Entry  Point 
recruiter  (Laureen  Summers)  in  the  fall  of 
2005.  It  was  my  first  interview  and  she 
was  so  wonderful  to  me.  She  treated  me  as 
if  I  were  equal  to  her.  The  interview  went 
very  well  and  I  was  told  that  I  was  going 
to  be  notified  sometime  in  the  future  about 
whether  or  not  I  was  going  to  be  selected 
for  the  Entry  Point/AAAS  summer  intern- 
ship program. 

After  waiting  about  six  months,  I  got  a 
call  from  Janelle  Holt  (a  Johnson  Space 
Center  (JSC)  human  resources  employee). 
She  offered  me  a  Summer  2006  internship 
in  the  Crew  Systems  Thermal  Division 
(CSTD)  at  JSC  in  Houston  Texas.  I  gladly 
accepted  the  offer  and  immediately  started 
making  plans  for  my  10- week  adventure.  I 
was  overwhelmed  with  excitement  and 
feeling  a  lot  of  anxiety  at  the  same  time.  1 
was  not  sure  of  what  to  expect  and  knew 


that  this  was  going  to  be  a  very  big 
transitional  adjustment  to  deal  with. 
That  is  why  I  was  having  so  many 
mixed  emotions  about  the  NASA  in- 
ternship that  I  was  about  to  be  partici- 
pating in. 

But  all  of  my  worries  were  swept 
aside  by  the  support  of  the  counselors  at 
DRES,  NASA,  and  the  Entry  Point/ 
AAAS  program:  Susann  Heft  (DRES). 
Janelle  Holt  (NASA)  Laureen  Sum- 
mers (Entry  Point)  and  Angelique 
Sanders  (Entry  Point).  Without  their 
words  of  encouragement,  comforting 
support  and  excitement  for  my  upcom- 
ing internship  that  I  was  going  to  be  in- 
volved with,  I  do  not  think  that  I  would 
have  been  able  to  accept  the  position 
because  of  my  fear  of  the  big  change 
that  I  was  going  to  have  to  go  through. 
Thanks  to  these  wonderful  people,  I 
was  able  to  overcome  those  feelings  of 
fear  and  doubt  that  led  me  on  the  road 
to  having  the  time  of  my  life  at  JSC.  I 
was  blessed  with  being  able  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  ORION  program:  the 
new  program  that  NASA  has  just  re- 
cently transitioned  to  that  will  be  fo- 
cusing on  going  to  the  Moon  and  then 
to  Mars. 

But  working  at  JSC  was  not  the 
only  thing  that  I  was  blessed  with 
doing  while  1  was  in  Houston,  Texas.  I 
went  skydiving,  deep  ocean  fishing 
nine  times  on  a  private  boat  that  a 
friend  of  my  roommate  owned,  to  pro 
football  and  baseball  cames  and  even 
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became  a  licensed  scuba  diver.  As  1 
said.  I  had  the  time  of  my  life  participat- 
ing in  the  JSC  Summer  2006  internship 
program.  But  something  else  just  as 
amazing  came  my  way  while  I  was  at 
JSC. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  Entry  Point 
Program,  I  would  have  never  known 
what  I  am  about  to  say  to  you.  While  at 
JSC,  I  had  been  advised  by  Janelle 
Holt  to  apply  for  the  Space-Ward 
Bound  Program.  When  I  applied.  I 
started  communicating  with  Tony 
Muscatello  (the  recruiter  for  the  Space- 
Ward  Bound  Program)  and  over  the 
following  couple  of  months  we  formed 
a  very  good  relationship.  In  the  middle 
of  Septembe  2006,  I  was  notified  by 
email  about  the  awesome  news.  I  was 
selected  to  be  the  chief  engineer  for  the 


upcoming  December  21 ,  2006  to  January 
8,  2007  Crew  54  rotations. 

Crew  54  (a  six-member  crew)  was  a 
conglomerate  of  engineers  with  many  dif- 
ferent backgrounds  set  forth  to  explore,  dis- 
cover, define,  and  design  exploration  sci- 
ence for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
NASA's  Vision  for  Space  Exploration. 
Crew  54  was  the  third  mission  in  the  joint 
NASA  — Mars  Society  Spaceward  Bound 
Program.  The  Spaceward  Bound  Program's 
main  focus  is  to  train  the  next  generation  of 
space  explorers. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  we  set  out  on  our 
first  EVA,  a  navigational  exercise.  The  six 
of  us  were  connected  in  the  beauty  of  the 
Utah  Desert.  The  red  surroundings  pro- 


vided a  surreal  backdrop  for  our 
introduction  to  Mars.  Our  addi- 
tional 17  EVAs  were  just  as  im- 
pressive and  diverse  as  our  first. 
We  were  able  to  explore  this  vast 
desert  in  search  of  hypoliths,  en- 
doliths,  and  whatever  came  our 
way.  Our  crew  followed  the 
Spaceward  Bound  theme  of  de- 
ploying and  retrieving  caches. 
Our  EVAs  were  recorded  audibly 
with  some  video  as  well. 
Panoramic  images  were  taken  on 
each  EVA  for  flood  analysis 
comparison. 


While  at  the  MORS,  the  crew  engi- 
neers were  repairing  and  improving  the 
habitat  and  exploration  equipment  by 
testing  new  equipment  and  designing 
useful  tools.  Crew  54  also  developed  cur- 
riculum for  Spaceward  Bound.  Curricu- 
lum material  varied  from  ISRU  concrete 
making  to  tele-presence  coupled  explo- 
ration to  chief  engineering  trouble-shoot- 
ing videos  that  I  personally  constructed 
which  can  be  referenced  at  anytime. 

Unique  to  our  mission  was  the  build- 
ing and  operation  of  Bip-Bip  (an  RC  air- 
craft). A  doctoral  student  from  Switzer- 
land and  I  put  about  60  man-hours  into 
the  construction  of  the  aircraft.  We  had  a 
camera  attached  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
using  it  for  an  aerial  recon- 
naissance mission.  While  test- 
^  ing  the  camera,  we  experi- 

^  mented  with  the  distance  and 
quality  of  images  at  various 
attachment  points  on  the 
Mars-suit  that  we  were  using 
for  our  EVA  simulations. 

Over  the  time  that  the  crew 
lived  at  the  MDRS,  there  was 
y^mf^     a  noticeable  change  in  the  be- 
^  haviors  and  attitudes  in  every 

'    '  individual  crewmember.  I  be- 

lieve this  to  be  linked  to  psy- 
chological personal  growth. 
From  the  beginning,  the  en- 
tire crew  was  very  friendly 
while  demonstrating  a  level 
of  respect  common  in  higher 
levels  of  education.  How- 
ever, these  noticeable  behav- 
iors did  not  reflect  any  of  the 
crewmember's  unique  be- 
haviors that  define  who  they  are.  Over 
the  remaining  time  that  was  spent  at 
MDRS,  each  individual  crewmember  at 
different  moments  during  the  simula- 
tion became  comfortable  with  the  other 
crewmembers.  When  this  occurred, 
each  crew-member  displayed  a  very 
unique  characteristic  about  who  they 
were  and  what  meant  the  most  to  them. 
About  halfway  into  the  simulation,  I 
noticed  that  we  bonded  as  a  whole.  We 
helped  each  other  in  ways  that  showed 
and  demonstrated  a  genuine  respect  and 
concerning  care  for  one's  health  and 
well-being. 
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I  believe  that  this  was  a  revealing  ex- 
perience about  how  to  connect  with 
other  people  from  different  cultures  and 
backgrounds.  There  is  a  bond  between 
Crew  54  that  will  always  remain.  No 
matter  if  we  do  not  keep  in  contact  later 
down  the  road,  all  of  the  members  that 
were  part  of  Crew  54  will  forever  never 
be  forgotten. 

The  individual  experiences  at  the 
Mars  Deseil  Research  Station  had  been 
an  immensely  enriching  and  motivating 
life  changing  experience  for  us  (Crew 
54),  from  the  engineering  and  science 
point  of  view  as  well  as  from  the  per- 


sonal point  of  view.  The  mission  taught  us 
an  amazing  amount  of  things  that  cannot  be 
brought  to  us  in  books:  it  is  an  experience 
that  you  would  have  to  be  part  of  sometime 
in  your  lives  to  truly  understand  what  I  am 
unable  to  express  into  words. 

In  conclusion,  life  is  what  you  make  of  it. 
If  you  are  willing  to  put  yourself  out  there 
and  lower  the  walls  of  your  defenses,  there 
are  programs  like  DRES  and  Entry  Point/ 
AAAS,  to  name  a  couple,  that  will  help  you 
along  the  way  to  become  whatever  it  is  in 
life  that  you  desire  to  be.  All  it  takes  is  hard- 
working effort  on  your  part  to  open  the 
doors  to  a  better  future. 


If  you  have  really  read  and  understood 
what  I  have  written,  you  will  realize  that 
my  life  is  a  perfect  example  of  what  it  is 
like  to  have  the  odds  of  being  successful 
in  life  totally  stacked  against  you  and 
overcome  those  odds.  This  is  accom- 
plished by  hard  work  and  putting  your- 
self out  there  to  get  the  help  that  you 
need.  This  is  a  reality  for  anyone  who  is 
not  going  to  allow  those  odds  to  hold 
him  or  her  back. 


Some  Tips  and  Memories  of  a  Trip  I  Took  to  Austria,  Germany 
and  the  Czech  Republic 

b\  Jan  Nottmeier 


On 


n  December  27,  2005, 1  started  a  journey  to  complete  the 
Vienna  Study  Abroad  Program  during  winter  break.  In  all,  my 
journey  took  three  weeks  and  I  visited  the  countries  of  Austria, 
Germany  and  the  Czech  Republic.  It  was  a  memorable  experi- 
ence that  I  shall  never  forget.  Here  are  some  tips  for  travelers 
who  may  have  disabilities  to  ensure  the  study  abroad  experi- 
ence is  memorable  as  well.  Early  planning  is  the  key  to  suc- 
cess. I  cannot  stress  this  enough!  I  originally  wanted  to  travel  a 
year  earlier  but  had  to  cancel  at  the  last  minute  due  to  problems 
with  housing.  Thankfully  the  housing  option  turned  out  better 
the  second  time  around.  But  as  you  can  see  from  the  photo 
below,  the  doors  are  tight  for  getting  your  wheelchair  into  the 
bathroom. 

Make  sure  the  person  in  charge  of  the  study  abroad  at  your 
home  university  is  in  close  contact  with  the  university  staff  per- 
son in  your  host  county.  First,  I  would  recommend  you  take  a 
manual  wheelchair  if  you  can.  They  are  lot  easier  to  transport 
and  a  friend  can  help  push  you  if  there  is  snow  or  ice  on  the 
sidewalk.  Also  make  sure  that  everyone  is  on  the  same  page. 
Please  double  and  triple  check  this.  This  will  cut  down  on  the 
amount  of  troubles  you  will  have  when  you  arrive  at  your  host 
country.  1  know  from  personal  experience  that  even  with  the 
best  intentions  there  will  be  things  that  will  not  work.  You  have 

to  be  prepared  to  improvise.  I 
had  this  problem  when  I  first  ar- 
rived in  Vienna.  I  could  not  use 
the  shower  because  the  toilet 
(photo  right)  was  in  the  way! 
Thankfully,  in  my  case  they  had 
another  room  that  was  built  differ- 
ently so  that  I  could  use  the 
shower;  well,  a  sponge  bath  had 
to  suffice. 


i^'. 


If  you  are  debating  studying  abroad,  1  would  highly  recom- 
mend that  you  try  the  winter  break  study  abroad  first.  These  pro- 
grams are  only  two  weeks  long.  If  something  goes  wrong  you 
can  try  and  tough  it  out.  If  you  are  not  a  senior  you  can  always 
study  abroad  again  later  when  you  are  an  upper  classman.  This 
way  you  will  also  have  a  better  idea  what  the  situation  is  with 
the  accessibiUty.  A  major  asset  I  had  was  that  I  am  fluent  in  Ger- 
man. I  was  able  to  communicate  with  the  people.  This  is  very 
helpful  if  you  have  a  problem  and  the  resident  director  is  not 
available.  This  is  something  you  may  want  to  keep  in  mind 
when  choosing  your  winter  break  destination. 

Cell  phones  are  not  cheap  when  using  them  outside  the 
United  States,  But  there  are  a  few  options,  especially  if  you  have 
a  phone  with  T-Mobile  or 
Cingular.  You  or  your  par- 
ents may  have  to  add  an  in- 
ternational calling  feature, 
but  this  can  make  life  safer 
in  another  country.  You 
could  try  to  get  yourself  a 
telephone  specifically  for 
your  trip  but  these  tend  to  be 
a    bit    more    expensive.    1 
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bought  a  Nokia  phone  for  $49  and  only  paid  for  the  aimme  1 
used.  But  the  down  side  of  this  is  I  paid  SI  .25  per  minute. 

If  at  all  possible,  stay  at  the  same  plaee  with  the  rest  of  the 
group.  As  I  said  earlier,  things  happened  that  were  not 
planned  for.  If  this  happens,  having  friends  and  staying  at  the 
same  hotel  or  youth  hostile  are  key  to  making  your  study 
abroad  e.xperience  a  success.  In  my  case  Vienna  had  a  record 
snow  fall  when  I  was  there.  The  year  before  when  I  had 
planned  to  go  all  they  had  was  rain.  It  is  a  good  idea  to  meet 
with  the  rest  of  your  classmates  before  the  trip.  Pick  a  date 
and  time  and  have  dinner  before  you  fly.  This  way  they  will 
get  to  know  you  better. 

One  thing  to  remember  is  that  curb  cuts  are  an  exception 
and  are  not  the  norm  in  Europe.  Also,  when  calling  the  place 
you're  staying,  verify  that  the  accessible  rest  rooms  have  grab 
bars.  You  would  think  that  they  are  standard  in  accessible 
restrooms  but  they  are  not.  Also,  most  accessible  restrooms 
require  a  Euro  Key  to  get  them  open.  Most  of  the  accessible 
restrooms  are  locked  and  can  only  be  opened  with  this  key. 
You  may  want  to  do  an  Internet  search  to  see  how  you  can 
obtain  one.  The  picture  below  is  of  the  ticket  controller  on  the 
train  to  the  Czech  Republic. 


Train  travel  in  a  wheelchair  is  relatively  easily  if  you  tell 
them  soon  enough.  They  have  a  extra  wheelchair  accessible  de- 
partment on  the  train  that  will  allow  you  to  stay  in  your  wheel- 
chair on  the  train.  But  you  have  to  reserve  this  before  you  travel. 
Ask  them  if  they  offer  special  rates  for  disabled  people.  A  lot  of 
places  in  Europe  will  offer  you  an  opera  ticket  or  theater  ticket 
at  a  deeply  discounted  fair.  To  get  them  simply  call  the  theater. 
Do  not  go  through  a  ticket  broker.  My  attendant  and  1  were  able 
to  see  Mozart's  Magic  Flute  for  about  $7.00. 

Doing  study  abroad  is  possible.  It  is  just  a  mater  of  how 
much  you  are  willing  to  put  up  with  to  make  it  happen  and 
asking  for  help  when  you  need  it.  I  would  like  to  thank  all  the 
people  at  Study  Abroad,  especially  Dale  Gardner.  Short  Term 
Study  Abroad  Director.  Bruce  Murray.  Study  Abroad  Vienna 
Director,  and  Susann  Heft,  DRES  Facilitator.  Without  them, 
all  of  this  would  have  remained  a  dream. 

The  picture  above  was  taken  at  the  United  Nations  in  Vienna. 
The  United  Nations  are  located  in  New  York  City,  Vienna  (Aus- 
tria), Geneva  (Switzerland)  and  Nairobi  (Kenya). 
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Why  Jump  Out  of  a  Moving  Plane? 

by  Kari  Miller.  Mina  Mojtahedi,  JeffTownsend,  and  Zach  Stiitzman 


X  his  day  had  been  a  long  time  com- 
ing, almost  two  years  for  some  of  us. 
Four  of  us  from  the  wheelchair  basket- 
ball program,  three  athletes  and  one  of 
our  trainers,  along  with  a  few  other 
friends,  decided  we  wanted  to  risk  our 
lives  for  the  thrill  of  jumping  out  of  an 
airplane  from  12.500  feet.  Through  the 
help  of  the  Falling  Illini,  a  student  or- 
ganization on  campus  that  does  weekly 
skydiving  jumps,  our  group  was  finally 
ready  to  take  the  dive. 

We  all  piled  into  Kari's  car  and 
made  the  hour  and  a  half  trip  from 
Champaign  to  Archway  Skydiving 
Center  in  Vandalia.  the  drop  zone. 
Prior  to  arriving  we  had  all  decided 
that  we  were  going  to  do  a  tandem 
jump  with  an  instructor  because  we 
wanted  the  thrill  of  being  able  to  free 
fall  for  almost  a  minute  before  pulling 
the  chute.  That  was  also  the  safest  way 
for  those  of  us  with  physical  disabili- 
ties to  jump,  not  to  mention  we  wanted 
someone  on  our  back  who  knew  what 
they  were  doing. 

After  a  short  twenty  minute  instruc- 
tional video  and  some  ground  instruc- 
tion we  were  ready  to  suit  up.  Skydiv- 


ing with  an  experienced  tandem  instructor 
can  be  very  safe.  The  main  practical  con- 
cerns in  tandem  skydiving  for  people  with 
mobility  disabilities  are  getting  the  har- 
nesses on  securely,  getting  on  the  plane, 
staying  balanced  in  the  air  during  the  free 
fall  and,  most  importantly,  landing  with- 
out breaking  any  limbs. 

Being  able  to  walk  somewhat,  Jeff  was 
able  to  strap  into  the  harness  as  an  able- 
bodied  person  would.  However,  knowing 
that  his  legs  might  not  being  strong 
enough  to  withstand  the  landing,  Jeff  was 
instructed  to  raise  his  legs  during  landing. 
There  are  a  couple  of  ways  for  skydivers 
to  land  on  the  ground:  raising  both  legs  to 
a  horizontal  position  and  sliding  into  the 
landing:  or  landing  feet  first  and  taking  a 
few  steps  after  touchdown  so  as  not  to  fall 
over.  Jeff  landed  sliding  onto  the  ground 
and  it  went  so  smoothly  the  rest  of  us  were 
encouraged  that  our  landings  were  going 
to  go  just  as  well. 

Mina  (right)  strapped  into  the  harness 
so  that  she  was  in  a  seated  position  when 
attached  to  and  hanging  from  the  tandem 
instructor's  harnesses.  This  was  important 
to  make  sure  her  legs  would  not  touch  the 
ground  during  landing  because  being  a 
complete  paraplegic,  her  legs  would  not  be 
able  to  take  the  impact  during  landing. 
Getting  on  the  plane  required  just  a  little  bit 
of  lifting  from  the  skydiving  instructors, 
and  jumping  off  the  plane  was  even  easier! 
Thanks  to  the  extremely  experienced  tan- 


dem instructor,  balancing  during  the 
free  fall  went  smoothly,  and  the  land- 
ing was  perfect.  Mina  landed  by  grab- 
bing onto  her  jumpsuit  to  raise  her  legs 
a  few  seconds  before  touchdown.  The 
instructor  slowed  down  the  landing 
using  the  canopy  so  that  he  was  able  to 
simply  touch  down  on  his  feet  and  stay 
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upright  with  Mina  hanging  from 
his  harnesses.  The  other  instruc- 
tors ran  to  them  with  Mina's 
wheelchair  so  she  could  get  in 
the  chair  and  the  tandem  in- 
structor could  catch  his  canopy 
before  it  was  blown  away.  The 
landing  could  not  have  gone 
any  better! 

Kari  (right)  decided  to  do  the 
jump  without  her  prosthetics, 
and  borrowed  Mina's  wheel- 
chair so  as  to  get  around  with- 
out her  legs.  Without  her  legs,  ii 
was  tricky  getting  the  harness 
straps  tight  enough  around  her 
hips  so  that  the  straps  would  not 
come  off.  Once  the  straps  were 
secure,  Karl's  jump  went  just  as 


great  as  Jefl's  and  Mina's,  and 
Kari  landed  with  the  same  kind 
of  touch  down  as  Mina. 

Our  experiences  were  unfor- 
gettable, although  it  is  an  expen- 
sive hobby.  If  you  have  ever 
thought  about  skydiving,  it  is 
absolutely  worth  it.  All  of  us 
were  glowing  with  excitement 
on  our  drive  back  to  Champaign 
from  Vandalia,  reliving  our  ex- 
hilarating experiences  and  al- 
ready planning  the  next  time  we 
would  go  skydiving,  even  dream- 
ing about  becoming  professional 
skydivers. 
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Distinguished  Teacher  Award 

(Stephen  R.  Dixon  was  the  2006  recipient  of  the  Delta  Sigma 
Omicron  Distinguished  Teaching  Award.  At  the  time  of  his  nom- 
ination, he  was  a  teaching  assistant  for  Psychology  100.  The 
award  is  given  to  a  faculty  member  or  teaching  assistant  who 
advocates  and/or  implements  instructional  strategies,  technolo- 
gies and  disability-related  accommodations  which  afford  stu- 
dents with  disabilities  equal  access  to  academic  resources  and 
curricula. 

This  is  an  excerpt  from  Mr.  Dixon  "s  nomination: 
"I  have  seen  Mr.  Dixon  be  a  compassionate  and  spirited  indi- 
vidual. He  and  the  professor  have  been  wonderful  in  helping  me 
adapt  to  classroom  life  with  my  own  disability.  This  class  has 
been  the  most  positive  experience  I  have  had  in  dealing  with  my 


disability  because,  as  someone  who  suf- 
fers from  Bipolar  and  Post  Traumatic 
Stress  disorders,  one  can't  often  "see"  my 
disability  and  therefore  they  tend  to 
negate  the  challenges  that  my  disability 
raises  for  me.  He  has  been  wonderful  about  finding  a  place  in 
the  room  for  me  to  sit  so  as  not  to  exacerbate  my  anxiety  levels 
during  packed  lectures  and  always  moves  throughout  the  class- 
room answering  questions,  providing  handouts  to  latecomers  and 
assisting  the  professor  with  classroom  technologies.  Mr.  Dixon 
is  very  outgoing  in  the  classroom,  really  accessible  by  e-mail  and 
very  ciiring  toward  everyone.  He  is  courageous  in  sharing  his  ex- 
periences with  the  class  and  one  on  one  to  make  me  personally 
feel  better."  ■ 


Disability  Awareness  Montli  2006  Activities 


D 


'isability  Awareness  Month  was  a 
busy  time  for  DSO  in  2006.  As  in  pre- 
vious years,  we  offered  various  activi- 
ties to  area  schools  including  wheel- 
chair basketball  demonstrations, 
adapted  physical  education,  and  educa- 
tional assemblies.  Throughout  the 
month,  we  participated  in  11  wheelchair 
basketball  exhibitions  throughout  east 
central  Illinois,  including  six  demon- 
strations in  area  schools.  In  addition,  we 
visited  two  schools  to  teach  adapted 
physical  education  classes  and  visited 
one  school  to  read  to  children.  Overall. 
DSO's  efforts  in  reaching  local  schools 
were  extremely  successful  in  2006. 


Also  uicludcd  in  the  month's  activities 
were  various  educational  seminars  and  lec- 
tures. Jean  Driscoll.  eight-time  Boston 
Marathon  winner  and  alum  of  the  Univer- 
sity, kicked  off  the  month  speaking 
at  the  DSO  monthly  meeting.  From 
Endeavor  Safaris  group.  Kate 
Aquilla  spoke  to  students  about  ad- 
venture travel  for  the  physically 
challenged.  The  2006  Ellis  lecturer. 
Dr.  Connie  A.  Tompkins,  also  pre- 
sented during  the  month.  Dr.  Tomp- 
kins spoke  on  the  topic.  "Why  Can't 
They  Get  it  Right?  Language  Com- 
prehension after  Damage  to  the 
Right  Cerebral  Hemisphere."  And 
finally.  Christy  Smith,  the  first  deaf 
contestant  to  appear  on  the  reality 
television  show  "Survivor."  came  to 
\  isit  campus  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
Smith  discussed  her  experiences  on 
"Survivor"  and  what  effects  her  dis- 
ability has  had  on  her  life. 


Rouiidnig  out  the  month's  activities 
were  numerous  entertainment  activi- 
ties. The  premier  entertainment  event 
for  the  month  was  "The  Magic  of 
Comedy"  evening,  which  featured  co- 
median Josh  Blue  and  magician  Matt 
McClure.  Other  activities  including 
Bowling  for  Bucks,  a  bowling  tourna- 
ment and  fundraiser,  and  air  ritle  clin- 
ics with  mini  On-Target. 
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Seasons  in  Review 


A  he  2005-06  U  of  I  men's  wheel- 
chair basketball  season  marked  a 
changing  of  the  guard,  so  to  speak. 
Graduated  were  dominating  forces  of 
Jeff  Townsend  and  Adam  Lancia.  The 
mini  would  not  have  these  stalwarts  to 
guard  the  paint  and  intimidate  their  op- 
ponents. The  mini  turned  instead  to  a 
group  of  water  bugs  that  caught  oppo- 
nents looking  and  wondering  as  this 
generation  of  Illini  picked  up  the  pace 
of  the  game. 

The  season  started  slow.  Missing  to 
start  the  season  was  incoming  freshman 
sensation  Steve  Serio.  The  highly  touted 
freshman  would  not  join  the  team  until 
after  January,  out  all  of  the  first  semester 
with  an  injury.  Without  the  services  of 


Serio  and  with  the  young  post  play  of 
Lars  Spenger,  the  Illini  struggled  early. 
The  struggles  would  pay  off  in  playing 
time  for  many  of  the  other  Illini  and  les- 
sons that  taught  the  men  mental  tough- 
ness. The  first  weekend  of  the  season 
was  the  first  college  tournament.  With  a 
depleted  squad,  the  men  came  away 
with  a  3-2  record  in  the  college  division. 
The  men's  only  losses  were  to  arch  ri- 
vals UW- White  water  and  UT- Arlington. 
Both  of  those  teams  were  at  full 
strength.  By  the  end  of  the  first  semes- 
ter, the  men  were  5-7  with  additional 
losses  to  the  NWBA's  best  Division  I 
teams.  The  first  semester  had  been  used 


to  get  much  needed  experience  for  a  team 
that  was  reloading. 

The  first  weekend  of  the  second  semester 
saw  the  men  play  several  developing  college 
teams,  but  more  importantly,  the  weekend 
would  mark  the  development  of  the  team's 
identity.  Holding  their  opponents  to  an  aver- 
age of  28  points,  team  defense  relying  on 
speed  and  quickness  became  their  trade- 
mark. The  men  followed  that  weekend  with 
more  lessons  from  the  top  Division  I  teams 
of  the  NWB  A.  These  veteran  squads  were 
made  up  of  some  of  the  top  players  in  the 
world,  with  many  of  them  being  alums  of 
the  program,  including  the  aforementioned 
Lancia  and  Townsend.  Four  losses  in  the 


second  weekend  of  the  semester  re- 
turned the  team  to  below  50%,  but  the 
experience  gained  from  playing  the 
world's  best  could  not  be  replaced. 

Over  the  next  several  weekends,  the 
men  went  8-5  against  college  teams  and 
they  showed  signs  of  improvement  and 
hard  lessons  learned  at  the  hands  of  the 
Division  I  teams.  The  defense  continued 
to  be  the  signature  of  this  group  of 
young  men  and  they  increasingly  took 
greater  pride  in  holding  the  top  college 
teams  well  below  their  season  averages 
for  offensive  production. 

Going  into  the  national  tournament, 
the  men  were  seeded  third  with  a  record 
of  20- 1 9.  The  1 9  losses  were  the  most  by 
an  Illinois  team  in  over  a  decade,  but  10 


of  tho.se  losses  came  to  the  top  Division 
I  teams  in  the  NWBA.  The  experience 
of  these  games  was  important  for  the 
young  men's  team.  The  men  opened  the 
national  tournament,  played  in  historic 
Huff  Hall,  by  beating  the  Southwest 
Minnesota  State  University  team  by  22 
points,  setting  up  a  semi  final  match- 
up against  UW- Whitewater.  The  first 
half  the  game  saw  the  Illini  up  by  five. 
The  signature  defense  had  held  the 
Warhawks  to  17  points.  The  men's  of- 
fense faltered  but  the  defense  held  them 
in  the  game.  Coming  down  to  the  final 
minutes,  the  men  traded  baskets  and 
misses    with    Whitewater,    but    the 
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Warhawks  ended  up  on  top.  winning  by 
seven.  In  the  third  place  game,  the  Illini 
avenged  a  loss  at  the  previous  year's  national 
tournament  defeating  the  Edinboro  Rolling 
Scots  by  1 1 .  One  of  the  men  was  selected  to 
the  First  Team  AU-American,  Steve  Serio, 
and  one  was  selected  to  the  Second  Team. 
Josh  George.  In  addition,  three  of  the  men 
were  selected  to  the  Academic  ll-American 
Team:  Josh  George,  Paul  Ward  and  Brian 
Sheehan. 

The  2005-06  season  was  a  great  one  for 
the  men.  It  marked  a  changing  of  the  guard, 
but  more  importantly,  it  bodes  well  for  the 
future  with  every  one  of  these  young  Illini 
returning  for  the  2006-07  season. 


A  he  U  of  I  Women's  Wheelchair  Bas- 
ketball Team  had  one  thing  in  mind  dur- 
ing the  2005-06  season — return  to  the 
national  championship  game  and  win  it. 
The  loss  at  the  last  second  in  the  previ- 
ous year's  national  tournament  to  the 
Illinois  alumni  laiden  RIC  Express  was 
still  fresh  in  the  women's  minds. 

The  women's  2006-07  season  began 
with  a  trip  across  the  country  to  play  in 
the  University  of  Arizona  Women's  In- 
vitational. Taking  on  the  rival  Wildcats 
on  their  home  court,  the  women  swept 
the  tournament,  setting  a  tone  for  things 
to  come  as  they  played  eleven  deep  and 
dominated  all  the  teams.  They  followed 
that  weekend  up  with  three  wins  at 
home  against  the  defending  national 
champion  RIC  Express.  The  first  semes- 
ter saw  the  women  finish  with  a  7-2 
record,  but  undefeated  against  women's 
teams. 

The  second  semester  opened  with  a 
loss  to  the  Illinois  men,  followed  by 
eight  straight  wins  against  women's 
teams  and  the  Missouri  Men's  Wheel- 
chair Basketball  Team.  TTie  toughest  part 
of  the  season  schedule  was  still  to  come. 

With  the  women  15-3,  they  went  into 
the  men's  college  division  in  search  of 
competition  that  would  prepare  them  for 
the  women's  national  tournament.  Over 
the  next  four  weekends  the  women  went 
8-8  against  men's  teams  from  the  col- 
lege division.  The  tougher  competition 
would  prepare  the  women  for  the  na- 


tional tournament  and  a  week  of  chal- 
lenges. 

Going  into  the  women's  national  tour- 
nament, the  women  were  23-1 1  and  un- 
defeated against  women's  teams.  The 
women  opened  the  national  tournament 
with  big  wins  over  the  Washington  Air 
Capital  and  the  University  of  Arizona 
Wildcats.  This  set  up  a  first  semi  final 
clash  with  perennial  power  LA  Sparks,  a 
team  composed  of  current  and  former 
Canadian  and  USA  national  team  mem- 
bers brought  together  expressly  to  win  a 
national  championship.  The  game  open- 
ed with  both  teams  feeling  their  way 
around  each  other  and  a  great  deal  of 
physical  play.  At  the  half,  the  Sparks 
were  up  two  points,  but  in  foul  trouble 
and  tiring  as  the  Illini's  press  and  transi- 
tion took  its  toll.  The  second  half  opened 
w  ith  the  Illini  having  difficulty  scoring, 
but  their  traditional  tough  defense  and  a 
stifling  full-court  press  kept  the  Sparks 
from  scoring  as  well.  Great  teams  find  a 
way  to  score  and  the  Illini  did  just  that. 
With  the  lid  on  the  basket  from  the  field, 
the  aggressive  Illini  attacked  the  Sparks 
and  got  to  the  free-throw  line.  Seven 
second-half  free-throws  and  a  stifling 
press  were  the  difference  as  the  Illini 
advanced  to  their  seventh  straight  na- 
tional championship  game.  The  oppo- 
nents for  the  Illini — the  L.^  Sparks,  as 
they  won  to  advance  to  the  national 
championship  game  for  a  rematch  with 
(he  Illini. 
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17  Sigma  Signs 


Great  teams  not  only  rise  to  the  occa- 
sion; they  improve  with  each  game. 
Having  struggled  offensively  the  day 
before  against  the  Sparks,  the  llhni 
made  a  few  small  adjustments.  The  re- 
sult was  a  27-point  win.  Again,  the  lllini 
played  deep,  and  as  they  had  all  year, 
pressed  the  Sparks  until  they  had  a  20- 
point  lead.  Lost  in  the  stifling  team  de- 
fense and  the  revolving  door  subs  was 
one  of  the  greatest  performances  in  a 
championship  game.  Jen  Ruddell  had  a 
triple  double  with  28  points.   16  re- 


bounds and  12  assists.  Against  the  best 
women  from  the  USA  and  Canada,  a  great 
plaN'er  showed  why  she  was  great. 

For  the  women,  it  was  their  fourth  na- 
tional championship  in  the  past  five  years. 
The  27  wins  marked  the  most  wins  by  a  U 
of  1  women's  team.  One  team  member.  Jen 
Ruddell.  was  selected  to  the  All-Toumament 
team  and  one  was  voted  most  improved, 
Sarah  Castle.  One  was  selected  to  the  Acad- 
emic All-American  Team  of  the  college  di- 


\  ision.  Sarah  Castle  and  seven  went  on  to 
play  in  the  world  championships. 

With  the  graduation  of  six  of  the 
women,  the  2006-07  season  looks  to  be  a 
rebuilding  year.  However,  great  pro- 
grams don't  rebuild,  they  reload.  The 
women  have  already  set  their  sights  on 
another  national  championship. 
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D  2007  Sigma  Sigr 


X  he  2006  season  for  the  Fighting  lUini  Men's  and  Women's 
Wheelchair  Track  and  Road  Racing  Team  was  extraordinary. 
At  the  season's  close,  the  team  had  won  ten  World  Champi- 
onship medals,  eight  national  championship  medals  and  nine 
road  titles. 

Spring  Season 

A  half  dozen  road  and  track  events  in  the  spring  season  pro- 
vided key  testing  points  for  the  team  coming  off  a  winter  of 
roller  training.  Early-season  victories  at  the  Indianapolis  Mini- 
Marathon  and  a  variety  of  distances  at  the  Dixie  Games  re- 
gional track  meet  provided  inertia  into  a  summer  and  fall  peak. 
In  late  May  and  at  their  last  spring  competition,  tlve  lllini  com- 
peted in  the  U.S.  National  Marathon  Championship.  Miriam 
Ladner  and  Amanda  McGrory  finished  second  and  third,  re- 
spectively, in  the  women's  class,  and  Coach  Adam  Bleakney 
was  second  in  the  men's. 

Summer  Season 

After  a  spring  of  sound  performances,  the  lllini  moved  into  their 
season's  key  events — the  first  being  Grandma's  Marathon  in 
mid  June.  McGrory  and  Ladner  finished  first  and  .second,  nar- 
rowly missing  a  course  record:  it  was  McGrory 's  first  major 
road  victory.  A  week  later,  the  entire  team  headed  to  New  York 
to  begin  a  two-week  series  of  races.  They  would  travel  from 
Long  Island's  Nick  Katsounis  lOK  to  Georgia  for  the  Cedar- 
town  5K,  and  finish  in  Atlanta  for  the  U.S.  Nationals  and 
Peachtree  lOK.  Mia  Ives-Rublee  grabbed  the  first  victory  for 
the  lllini,  winning  in  Cedartown  and  setting  the  stage  for  a 
weekend  of  domination  at  the  U.S.  Nationals.  Jessica  Galli, 
Ladner  and  McGrory  each  medaled  in  multiple  events:  Galli  in 
the  100m  (Silver),  200m  (Gold),  400m  (Gold),  and  800m  (Sil- 
ver); Ladner  in  the  100m  (Gold)  and  200m  (Silver);  and  Mc- 
Grory in  the  400m  (Silver)  and  800m  (Gold).  Each  earned  a 
spot  on  the  United  States  team  competing  in  September's  World 


Championships,  as  did  Joshua  George  and  Bleakney. 

Fall  Season 

Galli,  McGrory,  George  and  Bleakney  left  for  Europe  the  last 
week  of  August  (Ladner  opted  not  to  participate)  for  final 
preparation  leading  into  the  World  Championships  held  in 
Assen,  Holland.  A  week  would  be  spent  in  Switzerland  to  com- 
pete at  the  Swiss  Nationals  before  flying  to  Assen.  George  had 
a  key  performance  for  the  U.S.  team  at  the  Swiss  Nationals,  set- 
ting a  world  record  in  the  400  meters;  it  was  spring  point  to 
more  success  at  World's  for  both  him  and  his  lllini  teammates. 
In  Assen,  George  was  untouchable,  winning  the  lOOm,  200m, 
400m  and  800m,  and  helping  the  U.S.  4  x  100-meter  relay  team 
to  a  Silver  Medal.  Galli  and  McGrory  followed  with  their  own 
outstanding  racing.  Galli  won  Gold  in  the  100m  and  400m,  a 
Silver  in  the  200m,  and  a  Bronze  in  the  800m:  McGrory  won  a 
Gold  in  the  800m  and  a  Bronze  in  the  400m.  In  total,  the  lllini 
won  30  percent  of  the  LI.S.  team's  entire  medal  tally. 

Following  World  Championships,  marathon  season  kicked 
off  for  the  final  two  months  of  the  racing  year.  Multiple  lllini 
captured  major  road  victories.  Kevin  Hosea  got  his  first-ever 
marathon  win  at  the  Columbus  Marathon,  running  a  personal- 
best  time  in  route.  Ladner  won  the  Twin  Cities  Marathon  and 
the  Chicago  Marathon.  George  won  his  third  Chicago 
Marathon,  shocking  a  field  of  the  world's  best  marathoners. 
McGrory  got  her  second  marathon  win  of  the  season,  taking  the 
prestigious  New  York  City  Marathon. 

In  Summary 

The  2006  season  created  a  wealth  of  resources — both  in  its 
many  successes  and  shortfalls — to  use  in  a  continued  effort  of 
building  upon  a  tradition  of  excellence.  At  once,  the  lllini 
demonstrated  their  preeminence  in  the  sport  of  wheelchair  rac- 
ing and  the  vital  role  they  play  in  the  success  of  national  team 
performance. 
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University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Pembroke  (UNCP)  Chapter 


Disabled  Student  Organization/ 
Delta  Sigma  Omicron 

History 

The  UNCP  Disabled  Student  Organization  was  founded  in 
2002.  It  was  the  brainchild  of  Daniel  Young.  Founding  mem- 
bers included  Daniel,  Lenora,  Leila.  Jerry.  Donald,  and 
Maranda.  As  a  group,  we  wanted  to  advocate  for  people  on 
campus  with  all  kinds  of  disabilities,  educate  others  on  campus 
about  people  with  disabilities,  and  advocate  for  people  with 
disabilities  in  the  surrounding  communities. 

In  2004,  the  Disabled  Student  Organization  (DSO)  applied  for 
national  fraternity  status  with  the  help  of  Jessica  Puckett.  It  was 
accepted  into  Delta  Sigma  Omicron,  a  national  service  fraternity. 
This  acceptance  started  the  beginning  of  a  more  organized  group 
of  students  with  a  clear  focus. 

The  DSO  has  quickly  become  a  shining  force  at  The  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  at  Pembroke  and  we  are  continuously 
working  to  improve  and  get  out  the  message  that  students  with 


disabilities  not  only  have  a  support  system,  but  a  message  to 
share  with  the  campus  and  community. 

DSO  Accomplishments 

2006-07  Academic  Year 

•  Participated  in  a  transition  program  for  incoming 
freshmen  with  disabilities. 

•  Established  a  scholarship  committee  to  develop  an 
application  and  eligibility  requirements  for  a  scholarship 
for  students  with  disabilities  attending  UNCP. 

•  Participated  in  Pembroke  Day. 

•  Participated  in  Harmony  Walk. 

•  Partnered  with  the  Student  Government  Association 
to  establish  an  adhoc  committee  within  student 
government  to  address  safety  concerns  among  the 
disabled  community. 

•  Sold  concessions  at  events.  Fifty  percent  (50%)  of 
profits  were  used  for  a  scholarship  fund. 

•  Participated  in  VSA  Festival. 

•  Established  a  scholarship  for  students  with  disabilities. 

•  Sponsored  movie  night. 

2005-06  Executive  Officers 

•  Advisor:  Dr.  Shilpa  Pai 

•  President:  Alan  Chase  (aac006@uncp.edu) 

•  Vice  President:  Christina  Scott 

•  Treasurer:  Samantha  Garrison 

•  Secretary:  Antwan  Campbell 
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2005-06  Officers 

•  Historian:  Mary  Helen  Walker 

•  Fundraising:  Samantha  Garrison 

•  Publicity:  Dr.  Joy  Weeber  and 
Christina  Scott 

2005-06  Committee 
Chairpersons 

•  Community  Service:  Allison  Kerr 

•  Ways  and  Means:  Christina  Scott 

•  Scholarship:  Alan  Chase 

Bi-Monthly  Meetings 
The  UNCP  Disabled  SOident 
Organization/Delta  Sigma  Omicron  hold 
bi-monthly  meetings  in  the 
UNCP  Education  Center. 

Activities 

The  Disabled  Student  Organization/ 
Delta  Sigma  Omicron  has  been  busy 

this  yeai'  with  many  projects  ranging  from  community  service  to  advo- 
cacy. The  biggest  acheivement  this  year  was  officially  establishing  a 
scholarship  fund  for  students  with  disabilities  attending  UNC  Pem- 
broke. DSO  is  still  in  the  process  of  raising  money  in  order  to  have  the 
scholarship  endowed,  but  we  continue  to  work  hard  to  reach  our  goal. 
The  organization  has  also  participated  in  disability  awareness  day  ac- 
tivities both  on  and  off  campus  at  Pembroke  Day,  Harmony  Walk,  and 
through  volunteering.  Additionally,  they  have  worked  to  improve  team- 
work and  leadership  skills  through  various  activities  and  retreats.  Fi- 
nally, they  have  sponsored  several  social  events  for  both  new  and  re- 
turning students  and  partnered  with  student  government  to  advocate  for 
accessibility  changes  on  campus. 


Goals 

1 .  Raising  disability  awareness  on  campus 

2.  Reshaping  UNCP's  conception  of  students  with 
disabilities 

3.  Improve  the  quality  and  access  of  educational 
accommodations  provided  to  students  with 
disabilities 

4.  Reaching  out  to  the  community  to  foster 
relationships  among  members  with  disabilities. 
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1950s 


Martin  J.  Herzog 

1832  Princeton,  Stockton,  CA  94204 
"52,  BA.  Political  Science:  "54,  MA 
Spouse:  Joan  Bell.  "56.  BA,  Education  (not  U  of  I) 
Both  Martin  and  Joan  are  semi  retired.  Bob  is  a  Sub  Special  Ed 
Teacher  and  Joan  is  a  part-time  conservator.  They  have  two 
children.  Bob  has  been  appointed  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
United  Cerebral  Palsy  of  San  Joaquin.  Calaveras,  and 
Amador  Counties. 

Donald  W.  Seifferth 

220  Southbrook  Drive,  Dayton,  OH  45459 

dseifferth@who.rr.com 

"55.  BSBA,  Accounting 

Spouse:  Marcia 

Donald  is  a  retired  administrator  of  financial  reporting  and 

consolidation.  They  have  three  children  and  eight  grandchil- 
dren. Donald  is  proud  to  be  an  alumni  of  the  U  of  I  and  of 
all  the  progress  being  made  under  the  direction  of  Tanya  M. 
Gallagher.  Dean  of  the  College  of  Applied  Health  Sciences 
and  Brad  Hedrick's  leadership  in  the  Division  of  Disability 
Resources  and  Educational  Services.  He  envies  all  partici- 
pants and  support  personnel  who  made  the  first  "Ultimate 
Basketball  Challenge'"  possible.  Thanks  for  publishing  my 
previous  article  with  regard  to  Tim  Nugent! 

James  R.  Been 

101  Wayside  Road  East,  Hopkins,  MN  55343 
dorothy  @jimboen.com 
"58.  PhD.  Mathematics 
Spouse:  Dorothy,  "57,  BS,  Education 

James  is  retired  and  Dorothy  is  a  lawyer.  They  have  two  children 
and  three  grandchildren. 

Ruth  Keller  Mieher 

6712  Apple  Jack  Court,  Montgomery,  AL  361 17-2432 

davmiehr@knology.com 

"58.  BS.  Secretarial  Training 

Spouse:  David  C.  Mieher.  Jr  (deceased) 

After  a  6-month  battle  with  cancer  David  died  in  January,  2006. 
After  48  years  together,  the  transition  to  windowhood  is  a 
very  bumpy  journey.  I  have  a  college  student  that  does 
errands,  "wifely""  duties,  and  whatever  project  is  of  immediate 


"doing.""  A  real  jewel-she  comes  in  a  few  hours  three  after- 
noons a  week. 

Glen  Bellows 

3340  Sunburst  Drive,  Bettendorf,  lA  52722 

glbellows@msn.com 

"59,  BS,  Mechanical  Engineering 

Spouse:  Sylvia.  "60.  BA.  Psychology 

Glen  is  semi-retired:  Sylvia  is  retired.  In  2005,  they  relocated  to  a 
condominium  in  Bettendorf,  and  in  August,  2007,  they  will 
host  their  bi-annual  Bellows  Fainily  reunion.  They  have  four 
children  and  20  grandchildren. 

Adrienne  Dahncke 

27007  Shake  Rag  Road,  Danville,  XL  61832 

cad@net66.com 

"60.  BS.  Psychology:  "63,  M.  Ed.  Counseling 

Spouse:  Charles  (deceased)  "59.  BS,  Finance 

Adrienne  is  retired  and  has  two  children  and  one  grandchild. 

Tom  Jones 

1205  Theodore  Drive,  Champaign,  IL  61821 
hallfame@prairienet.org 
"59,  BS,  Journalism:  "71,  MS,  Television 
Spouse::  Louise  Fortman  Jones:  "61.  BA,  History 
Tom  and  Louise  are  retired.  Tom  continues  to  speak  to  many 
clubs,  church  groups,  and  other  organizations  about  his 
book,  "The  Real  Tom  Jones— Handicapped  Not  Me".  Both 
Tom  and  Louise  continue  to  enjoy  gardening,  supporting  the 
many  Champaign-Urbana  eating  establishments,  and  going 
to  all  of  the  U  of  I  basketball  games.  Now  that  they  are  both 
in  their  70s,  life  is  slowing  down  just  a  bit. 

Marshall  Wall 

3305  Overbrook  Dr.,  Lexington,  KY  40502 

wall7830@alltel.net 

'59,  BS,  Math:  "60,  MS,  Math 

Spouse:  LeVon 

Marshal  has  retired  from  IBM.  LeVon  is  an  RN  (not  practicing). 
They  have  two  children  and  three  grandchildren.  Marshall 
and  Lavon  said  that  the  grandchildren  are  a  job.  They  occupy 
their  time  by  reading,  enjoying  nature's  offerings,  music, 
and  church  activities.  Marshall  spends  time  at  the  computer 
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Levon  spends  time  on  her  sewing  machine.  Marshall  has 
completed  his  book,  "From  Where  I  Sii.  From  Where  You 
Stand  (A  Roll  Through  Life)."  It  has  been  sent  to 
Authorhouse  for  publishing,  and  will  be  available  on  order 
from  most  book  outlets. 


1960s 


Barbara  (Cash)  Frock 

6609  Jamaica  Ct..  Austin.  TX   78757 

bfrock@austin.rr.com 

•60.  BS,  Music  ED 

Spouse:  George  Frock,  '60,  BS.  Music  ED;  '63.  MS.  Music  ED 
(not  from  U  of  I) 

Barbara  and  George  are  both  retired.  They  have  two  children  and 
three  grandchildren.  Both  of  their  sons  are  band  directors  and 
the  three  granddaughters  are  in  everything.  They  keep  very 
busy  going  to  concerts,  contests,  recitals,  etc.  They  are  big 
sports  fans,  play  cards,  go  to  plays,  etc.  Barbara  says  that 
they  have  a  wonderful  life. 

Carl  Faust 

1  Gale  Avenue,  River  Forest,  IL  60305 
Faustj2@comcast.net 
'61,  BS,  Finance 
Spouse:  Julia,  "62,  BA,  English 

Both  Carl  and  Julia  are  retired.  They  have  two  children  and  one 
grandchild. 

Gary  Ervin 

4025  Tierra  Lago  Dr.,  Modesto,  CA  95356 

gnpervin@comcast.net 

"62,  BS,  Accounting';  '63  MAS,  Accounting 

Spouse:  Patricia  (deceased  2001) 

Gary  has  retired  from  Cal  State  University-Hayward.  They  have 
two  children  and  three  grandchildren.  Gary  has  traveled 
with  his  family  and  he  stays  busy  with  volunteer  activity. 
He  also  had  a  skydiving  experience  that  resulted  in  a  broken 
leg  on  the  way  out  of  the  plane.  Gary  says  that  at  13,000 
feet  you  just  grin  and  bear  it.  (.Photo  of  Gary  Ervin  below) 


Paul  D.  Sones 

3  Prince  Charles  Drive,  Harwich,  MA  02645 

psones@comcast.net 

'62,  BS,  Aero  Eng;  '63,  MS,  Aero  Eng  (not  from  U  of  1) 

Spouse:  Sheila  E.  (Walsh)  Sones 

Paul  has  retired.  Sheila  is. a  homemaker.  caretaker,  and  wannabe 

retiree.  They  have  four  children  and  two  grandchildren.  Paul 

spent  the  summer  recovering  from  a  left  shoulder  replacement. 

Their  son.  Bill,  and  his  wife,  Rachel,  had  their  first  child  in 

2006. 

Sylvia  Doherty  Meek 

6576  Devonwood  Drive.  Cincinnati.  OH  45224 

sdmeek@fuse.net 

'64.  BS.  Speech  Pathology;  "65  MS  ED.  Speech  Pathology  (not 
from  U  of  I) 

Spouse:  Henry,  '68,  MA,  Sociology  (not  from  U  of  I) 

Sylvia  is  a  retired  Speech  Pathologist  and  Henry  is  a  manufacture 
representative.  They  have  one  child  and  two  grandchildren. 
Sylvia  has  been  enrolled  in  classes  at  ■'Women  Writing  for  a 
Change,"  which  she  loves.  Henry  and  Sylvia  are  active  in  a 
ministry  for  engaged  couples  at  their  church  and  they  enjoy 
seeing  their  granddaughters,  ages  eight  and  ten.  Sylvia  is 
also  on  the  board  of  the  Polio  Connection. 

Logan  Levy 

8550  Grand.  Unit  207,  River  Grove,  IL  60171 

'65  BOF  Science,  Agri  Bus. 

Spouse:  Karen  Levy 

Logan  is  currently  employed  as  a  Vend  Owner  Manager.  He  and 
Karen  have  one  child.  They  recently  moved  from  a  home  to 
a  condo.  Their  daughter  is  a  UlC  graduate.  She  moved  to  LA 
where  she  is  employed  as  an  office  manager. 

Cheryl  Summers  Grosser 

6009  Elm  Avenue.  Raytown.  MO  64133 

'66.  BA  English;  '67.  MA.  Victorian  Lit. 

Spouse:  Roger  Douglas  Grosser.  '67.  BA.  Anthropology  (deceased. 
1998) 

Cheryl  is  a  retired  college  instructor.  They  have  one  child.  On 
July  31.  2006.  she  retired  from  Blue  River  Community 
College  after  17  years  of  teaching  English  and  five  years  of 
being  Chair  of  the  Humanities  Division.  Cheryl  w  ill  cele- 
brate by  spending  three  months  of  winter  in  Corpus  Christi. 
TX  with  her  daughter  and  son-in-law.  Her  daughter.  Dawn. 
is  an  orthopedic  foot  and  ankle  surgeon. 

Phyllis  L.  Cline 

104  E.  Willard,  Urbana,  IL  61801 
pcline@insightbb.com 
'66,  BA,  Sociology;  '68,  MS,  Social  Work 
Phyllis  is  retired.  She  enjoys  retirement  and  volunteering  for  the 
School  of  Music  Opera  Program  and  for  WILL. 

Judy  Benoit  Pugh 

1512  Minnesota  Avenue,  San  Jose,  CA  95125 

jabenoit@att.net 

'66,  AB,  Psychology;  '67.  Post-Baccalaureate  Certificate.  Medical 

Record/Health  Information  Admin  (not  from  U  of  I); 
'79.  MS,  Therapeutic  Recreation 
Spouse:  Russ  Pugh 
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Judy  is  currenll_\  self-employed;  working  for  a  retinal  specialty  med- 
ical group  in  Campbell,  CA.  Russ  is  a  retired  judge  (Colorado). 
Judy  and  Russ  joke  that  they  lived  parallel  li\es.  both  living  for 
extended  periods  in  Hau  aii  at  different  times,  before  their 
serendipitous  meeting  at  Christmas  dinner  in  2003  at  Judy's 
doctor's — who  turned  out  to  be  Russ'  best  friend  since  8th 
grade!  Russ  had  retired  to  Maui,  where  they  expected  to  end 
up.  but  right  now  they  are  still  in  San  Jose.  Judy  continues 
working  in  the  medical  record/health  information  field  for  a 
retinal  specialty  practice  in  Campbell.  CA.  while  eyeing 
retirement!  Both  are  big  football  fans  and  enjoy  gardening, 
especially  home-grown  tomatoes,  among  other  activities. 

Carol  Giesse  Wooledge 

8319  Turtle  Creek  Lane,  Cincinnati,  OH  45242 

jdwooled@fuse.net 

'66,  BFA,  Graphic  Design 

Spouse:  Jack  Wooledge.  '55  BS.  Chem.  Eng;  '56  MS,  Chem.  Eng 
(not  from  U  of  I).  Both  Carol  and  Jack  are  retired.  They  have 
four  children  and  six  grandchildren.  In  February  they  wit- 
nessed the  arrival  of  another  grandchild.  She  says  that  grand- 
children are  a  blessing.  Carol  is  still  active  in  Montgomery 
Women's  Club-presently  Vice  President  of  the  Club.  She  is 
also  treasurer  of  their  investment  club.  Carol  and  Jack  will  be 
judges  on  Election  Day  (a  very  long  day).  They  just  spent  a 
week  at  Tall  Stacks  and  enjoyed  the  festivities  along  the 
river. 

Bill  &  Paula  Boston 

8312  Autumnwood  Way.  Louisville,  KY  40291 

stampman45  @aol.com 

Bill.  '67.  BS.  Marketing 

Paula,  '67,  BS,  Accountancy 

Bill  is  currently  an  insurance  consultant  and  Paula  is  a  private 
tutor.  They  have  two  children.  Bill  continues  working  with 
businesses  on  their  insurance  programs  and  Paula  tutors  chil- 
dren in  their  home. 

Anne  Graver  Edwards 

1113  Vintage  Drive,  Columbia,  MO  65203 
edwardsa@missouri.edu 
'67,  MS,  Library  Science 

Anne  is  a  retired  librarian  from  the  University  of  Missouri- 
Columbia. 

Paul  .\hrens 

1 2940  West  Armour  Avenue,  New  Berlin,  WI  63 1 5 1 

prahrens@execpc.com 

'68,  BS,  Electrical  Eng 

Spouse:  Janet,  '71,  BA,  Elem  Ed  (not  from  U  of  1) 

Paul  is  currently  retired.  Janet  is  a  part  time  bookkeeper  at 

Tippecanoe  Presbyterian  Church  in  Milwaukee.  Paul  retired 
on  August  1 ,  2006  after  working  for  more  than  38  years  as  an 
electrical  engineer  for  the  local  electric  utility-Wisconsin 
Electric  Power  Company  in  Milwaukee. 

Alice  Sporar 

1767  Longwood  Drive,  Mayfield.  OH  44124 
"68,  Certificate  of  Teaching 
Retired  teacher,  now  part-time  tutor. 


Evelyn  M.  Moore 

1616  E.  Carriage  Drive,  Titusville,  FL  32796 

eviemoore42@yahoo.com 

'69,  BA,  Sociology:  '90,  MA,  Counseling  Psychology  (not  U  of 
I) 

Evelyn's  son,  Judd  and  his  fiancee.  Colleen  have  had  a  house 
built  southwest  of  Champaign.  They  included  an  apartment 
attached  to  it  for  her  to  live  during  the  warmer  months.  Her 
stepson,  Doug  was  the  Contractor.  He  lives  in  White  Health 
and  has  a  13  year  old  son,  Austin.  Evelyn  moved  from 
Loxahatchee,  FL  to  Titusville,  FL  (near  Cape  Canaveral)  in 
August  to  be  closer  to  her  brother.  She  will  live  there  with 
her  sister  in  the  winter  months.  She  is  looking  forward  to 
being  back  in  the  Champaign  area  and  hopes  to  see  lots  of 
her  old  friends. 


1970s 


Barney  R.  Cargile 

508  Kirkwood  Drive 

Northport,  AL  35473 

brcargile@comcast.net 

"70,  BS,  Accounfing;  '73,  MS,  Accounting:  '79  PhD,  Accounting 
(not  from  U  of  1 ) 

Spouse:  Michele  L.  Cargile,  '71.  BS,  Accounting:  "89,  MS, 
Library  Science 

Barney  is  a  retired  faculty  member  of  the  School  of  Accountancy, 
University  of  Alabama.  Michele  is  a  retired  librarian.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Tuscaloosa,  AL.  They  have  three 
children  and  two  grandchildren.  Barney  and  Mickey  contin- 
ue to  enjoy  retirement.  They  travel,  spend  as  much  time  as 
possible  with  their  children  and  granddaughters,  and  they 
stay  active  with  volunteer  activities  in  their  community.  Both 
are  also  actively  involved  in  their  church  family. 

Lynda  Stratman  Robinson 

336  SW  Boatsman  Avenue 

Lawton,  OK  73505 

robbylyn073@yahoo.com 

"70,  B.S.,  Elementary  Education:  '84,  M.  Ed.,  Reading 
Education;  '90,  PhD.  Child  Language  &  Literacy 
Development 

Spouse:  Dale  Lonald  Robinson,  '79,  Community  College  of  the 
Air  Force-AAS  in  Metallurgy  Technology;  '94,  B.S.  (not  U 
of  I)  Computer  Science 

Lynda  is  currently  employed  as  a  Professor  of  Education  at 

Cameron  University.  Dale  is  self-employed.  They  have  five 
grown  children  and  two  grandchildren.  They  have  spent  the 
last  year  moving.  Lynda  says  that  they  are  just  nomads  at 
heart.  They  thought  that  they  would  like  small-town  living, 
but  they  didn't.  Lynda  began  looking  for  a  new  job  last  fall. 
She  targeted  the  Southwest  and  large  cities.  After  looking 
around,  they  settled  on  Lawton,  OK.  It  has  mountains  (small 


33 


ones),  a  military  base,  and  is  a  medium-sized  city.  The  uni- 
versity position  was  really  attractive  to  her.  She  is  involved 
in  designing  a  new  graduate  reading  program  and  also  has 
the  opportunity  to  teach  an  occasional  undergraduate  class  in 
Reading  or  Children's  Literature.  They  said  that  they  were 
lucky  enough  to  find  a  house  that  had  been  built  wheelchair 
accessible  and  are  getting  to  know  the  city  and  the  neigh- 
bors. Her  job  keeps  her  REALLY  busy,  but  she  loves  it.  She 
went  to  her  high  school  reunion  earlier  this  fall  and  noted 
that  many  of  her  old  classmates  are  now  retired.  She  says 
that  she  would  be  bored  to  tears  with  retirement.  She  loves 
teaching  and  organizing  programs. 

Lynda  enjoyed  last  year's  S/gwiw  Sigim  and  shared  it  with 
her  classes  for  Special  Ed  "teachers-in-training."  She  also  went 
onto  the  U  of  I  Website  and  showed  them  stuff  from  the  Rehab 
Center  and  the  athletic  program.  They  were  amazed!! 

Joe  Arcese 

13664  Stone  Cir  #101 

Broomfield.  CO  80020 

jfarcese  @  yahoo.com 

'71.  Bs,  Finance:  '83,  MBA,  Finance 

Spouse:  Susan  Arcese 

Joe  is  retired  and  Susan  is  a  surgery  nurse.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren and  three  grandchildren.  They  have  been  traveling  in 
the  US  and  spent  two  weeks  in  London  and  Paris.  They  said 
that  both  of  those  cities  were  very  wheelchair  accessible.  Joe 
says  that  his  grandson  calls  him  a  "golf  bum."  and  he  highly 
recommends  the  sport,  since  single  rider  golf  carts  are  all 
over  the  country.  Joe  says  that  life  is  great. 

RJ.  Barth 

1320  E.  Bums  Valley  Rd.,  Apt.  105 
Winona,  MN  55987 
'71,  BS,  Eng  Ed;  '73  MS,  Educ  Psych 

R.J.  retired  from  the  State  of  Illinois  in  October,  2004.  R.J.  has 
two  children. 

Douglas  M.  Karlen 

1355  N.  Sandburg  Terr..  Apt.  2108 

Chicago,  IL  60610 

karlend@ctt.com 

'71,  BA,  History:  '74.  JD,  Law 

Douglas  is  currently  employed  by  the  Chicago  Title  Insurance  Co. 

James  N.  Taylor 

150W.  St.  Charles  Rd.  #316 
Lombard,  IL  60148 
'71.  BA,  Accounting 

James  is  currently  employed  as  an  HMS  host  at  O'Hare  Field, 
Chicago,  IL 

Frelda  Valentine  Becoat 

147  N.Wood  St. .Apt.  15 
Chicago,  IL  60612 
'72,  MSW.  Social  Work 

Freida  is  currently  retired.  She  last  worked  as  a  private  consultant 
in  social  work. 

Twin  Brothers 
Lawrence  O.  Johnsen 

'72.  MS.  M.  Ed. 


Terraiicc  O.  Johnsen 

'72,  MS,  M.  Ed.  (deceased  5/1 1/04) 

Gwen  Phillips 

1.5051  W.  Deer  Valley  Dr.  #118 
Sun  City  West.  AZ  85375-3076 
'72,  BS 
Gwen  is  retired. 

Charles  "Chick""  Linster 

500  W.  Belmont,  5-C 

Chicago,  IL  60657 

chick9@ameritech.net 

'73  AB,  History  Pre/Law 

Charles  is  a  retired  Federal  Civil  Servant  and  Independent 
Contractor  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  has  two  daughters, 
Sherri  and  Katie,  and  two  grandchildren.  Hunter  and 
Brooke.  In  March.  2006,  he  began  a  part-time  second  career 
as  an  Impartial  Hearing  Officer  for  the  Illinois  Division  of 
Rehabilitation  Services.  Charles  presides  over,  hears, 
decides,  and  writes  decisions  to  customer  appeals  concern- 
ing the  vocational  rehabilitation,  home  services  and  busi- 
ness enterprises  for  visually  impaired  and  blind  individuals 
programs.  His  autobiography  (working  title  Indomitable 
Spirit)  has  just  been  edited.  He  is  in  the  process  of  finding  a 
literary  agent  to  represent  him  to  secure  the  best  publishing 
deal  possible. 


Chick  Linster,  UIUC,  '73,  Hunter  Roben  UIUC, 
Brooke  Roben,  UIUC,  '25" 


23?, 


David  Stanger 

818  Partridge  Lane 

Mt.  Prospect.  IL  60056 

davstanger@aol.com 

'74,  BS.  Finance 

Spouse:  Regina 

David  is  currently  employed  as  a  credit  manager  at  Cooper  and 
Brass  Sales  and  Regina  is  a  student.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren. Their  youngest  daughter.  Erica,  got  married  in  July, 
2006,  in  Seattle,  WA  where  she  now  resides. 

Susan  Chaplinsky 

960  King  William  Drive 
Charlottesville,  VA  22901 
'75,  BS,  Economics 

Susan  is  currently  employed  as  a  Professor  at  the  LTniversity  of 
Virginia. 
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Gary  Forsvthe 

3303  25th  Street 

Lubbock.  TX  79410 

gary.forsythe  @  ttu.edu 

'75.  BA.  History-  "79.  MA.  History 

Spouse:  Dorothy  (deceased  March.  2003) 

Gary  is  currently  an  Associate  Professor  at  Texas  Tech  University. 
He  and  Dorothy  have  three  children  and  seven  grandchil- 
dren. Gary  received  a  new  ■■4th"'  guide  dog  May.  2006. 


Dwight  A.  Johnson 

770  North  93rd  Street 

Omaha,  NE  68114 

2DAJ@cox.net 

'75.  BS.  Communications. 

Spouse:  Julie  Livingston 


'78,  MBA  (not  at  U  of  I) 


Diane  Coleman 

100  George  St..  #114 

BensenviUe.  IL  60106 

ndycoleman  @  aol  .com 

'76,  BS.  Psychology 

Diane  is  current  employed  as  the  Executi\e  Director  for  Progress 
Center  for  Independent  Li\ing.  For  more  information  regard- 
ing Diane's  current  activities,  please  see  www.progresscil.org 
and/or  www.notdeadyet.org. 

Craig  Alston 

2480  Center  Avenue 

Bay  City.  MI  48708 

craigalston  @  yahoo.com 

"79.  JD.  Law 

Spouse:  Kiyoko.  "78  MS.  Education:  "80.  Advanced  Degree, 

Computer  Application 
Craig  is  a  74th  District  Judge  and  Kiyoko  is  a  Special  Project  _ 

Programmer.  Thev  ha\e  two  children. 


1980s 


David  S.  Mundy 

1450  Washington  Blvd.  Apt.  510N 

Stanford.  CT  06902 

'84,  BS,  Accountancy:  '87,  MBA.  Finance 

David  is  currently  employed  at  EPOM  Corporation. 

Linda  Mastandre 

1327GW.  GreenleafAve. 
Chicago,  IL  60626 
lindalmastandrea@aol.com 

'86,  BA.  Speech  Communication:  '94.  JD.  Law  (not  U  of  I) 
Linda  is  a  self  employed  attorney  concentrating  in  disability  law 
and  civil  rights. 


Karen  Wold 

1417  Countryside  Place 

Champaign.  IL  61821 

k.  wold  @  insightbb.com 

"86.  BS.  Elementary  Education;  '88,  MS.  Special  Education  (not 
from  U  of  I ) 

Karen  is  currently  employed  at  the  University  of  Illinois  Division 
of  Disability  Resources  and  Educational  Service  as  a 
Learning  Disabilities  Specialist.  She  presented  at  the 
Regional  and  National  Conference  of  Association  on  Higher 
Education  "■Expanding  the  Role  of  the  LD  Specialist: 
Emerging  Populations"  and  at  NACADA-National  Academic 
Advising  Association  on  the  topic  of  Learning  Disabilities; 
"Creating  A  Crossroad  for  Students  with  this  Hidden 
Disability."  She  continues  to  enjoy  life  in  Champaign,  IL. 

Laurice  Dee.  Ph.D. 

2005  E.  Broadway  Rd..  #219 

Mesa.AL  85204 

launchspace  @  msn.com 

'89,  Ph.D.  Kinesiology 

Laurice  has  been  involved  with  the  JPL  Solar  System  for  almost 
ten  years.  She  is  doing  public  outreach  in  robotic  solar 
system  explanation  for  the  Ambassadors  Program.  Laurice 
has  been  writing  space-related  articles  for  astronomy 
newsletters.  She  has  worked  on  a  book  and  articles  (stories) 
that  have  yet  to  be  published  in  magazines.  She  has  also  been 
involved  in  wildlife  issues  for  the  well  being  of  wildlife  and 
the  environment  they  live  in. 


1990s 


Rick  Leonard 

3072  E.  1929th  Rd. 
Ottawa,  IL  61350 
rick3 1 78  @  sbcglobal.net 
'91,  BS,  Psychology;  '94,  JD,  Law 

Rick  is  current  an  Appellate  Prosecutor.  Rick  has  been  working  at 
the  Appellate  Prosecutor's  office  for  the  last  eight  years. 

Michael  Aref 

2008  Blackthorn  Drive 

Champaign,  IL  61821 

maref@uiuc.edu 

'96.  BS.  Engineering  Physics;  "00,  MS.  Nuclear  Engineering;  '03 
PhD.  Nuclear  Engineering; 

"06  MD.  Medicine 

Michael  is  currently  employed  as  an  Internal  Medicine  Resident  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign.  He  has  fin- 
ished medical  school. 
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Rob  Whittaker 

1107  Mitchem  Drive 

Urbana.IL  61801 

tdabbs@uiuc.edu 

'97,  BS,  Agriculture/Education 

'99,  Ed.  M,  Human  Resources  Education 

Spouse:  Theresa  K.D.  Whittaker  (Dabbs),  '00.  Ed.  M.  Human 
Resource  Education 

Rob  is  a  stay  at  home  dad.  home  school  educator,  and  teacher. 
Theresa  is  at  UIUC,  Depanment  of  CITES.  They  have  one 
child,  Ethan,  and  they  are  trying  for  more.  Ethan  will  be  two 
on  November  12.  2006.  He  is  Rob's  life.  Although  Rob  has 
had  a  difficult  year  due  to  his  spinal  cord  injury,  he.  Theresa, 
and  Ethan  were  able  to  enjoy  visiting  several  zoos  and  chil- 
dren's museums  over  the  summer. 

Robin  Ahern 

101  Washington  Lane 

Jenkintown,  PA  19046 

robinahem@hotmail.com 

'99,  MS,  Social  Work 

Robin  is  currently  employed  at  MHM  (Mental  Health  Management) 
Services.  Inc.  She  has  been  very  active  in  the  Greater 
Philadelphia  Area  Illini  Club.  As  a  Communications  Committee 
member,  she  has  enjoyed  updating  the  website.  You  may  check 
out  her  website  at  http://www.greaterphillyilini.org/.  In  May  of 
2006.  Robin  became  an  aunt  to  her  diird  nephew.  August  .lasper 
Hagen.  Jasper  was  bom  to  her  sister.  Leslie  and  her  husband. 
Heming,  in  Bergen,  Norway.  Jasper  is  my  sister  Leslie's  first 
child.  She  enjoyed  visiting  with  Leslie,  Heming,  and  Jasper  for 
two  weeks  in  Norway  in  the  suirmier  of  2006. 


2000-2006 


James  Willis 

5431  S.  Cornell  Avenue 
Chicago,  IL  60615 

jewillis007@cameritech.net 

'02.  BA,  Speech  communication 

Youth  worker  at  Sankofa  Safe  Child  Institute. 

Brent  D.  Peterson 

446  Rockbourne  Drive,  Westville,  OH  43082 

Marel083@aol.com 

'04,  MBA,  Finance;  '02,  LAS,  Finance,  Real  Estate 


Meredith  R.  Richardson  (Maiden  Name  Niepert) 

2412SharlynDr. 
Urbana.IL  61801 
Marc  1083  @aol.com 
'06,  BS,  Psychology;  "08 
Spouse:  Jeffrey 


Unknown  Graduation 
Dates 


Raymond  S.  Cheng 

3720  Redwood  Circle 

Palo  Aho,  CA  94306 

rscheng@computermail.net 

BS.  Engineering  Physics;  Doctorate,  (not  at  U  of  I)  Applied 

Mathematics 
Raymond  is  retired. 

Alice  Sporar 

1 767  Longwood  Drive 

May  field  Heights.  OH  44124 

Alice  retired  from  teaching  and  is  currently  a  part-time  tutor. 


Alumni  Reviews 


"Always  enjoy  and  look  forward  to  receiving." 

"Always  enjoy  Slfiimi  Signs,  but  wish  there  was  greater  response 
from  alumni  especially  the  50's  and  60"s." 

"Excellent!  Much  good  information  about  former  students." 

"Excellent!" 

"Enjoyed.  Would  like  to  see  articles  which  profile  current 
students-their  backgrounds,  studies,  etc." 

"I  enjoyed  it  very  much,  especially  hearing  about  other 
alumnae." 
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Obituaries  . . . 


Charles  J.  Dahncke 

Charles  J.  Dahncke,  77.  of  Danville  died 
at  5:50  a.m.  October  3.  2005  at  his  resi- 
dence. Per  his  wishes,  he  will  be  cre- 
mated with  no  services.  Friends  will  be 
invited,  at  a  later  date,  to  join  with  his 
family  to  celebrate  his  life.  Memorials 
my  be  made  to  the  University  of  Illinois, 
Rehabilitation  Center,  The  Christopher 
Reeves  Foundation  or  any  organizations 
devoted  to  conservation  or  improvement 
of  the  environment. 

Chuck  was  born  July  28.  1929  in 
Ashley.  IL  to  Charles  and  Estella 
Kroener  Dahncke.  He  attended  grade 
school  and  high  school  in  Ashley.  IL.  He 
attended  Southern  Illinois  University 
and  University  of  Illinois,  graduating 
with  a  B.S.  in  Finance  in  February  of 
1959.  Chuck  later  attended  Graduate 
School  at  the  University  of  Illinois  from 
1959-1960 

Chuck  was  a  32nd  degree  Mason,  a 
member  of  the  U  of  I  alumni  Associa- 
tion, recipient  of  U  of  I  Varsity  I  letter 
for  participation  and  accomplishments 
as  a  student  athlete  in  the  Division  of 
Rehabilitation  and  Educational  Ser- 
vices. He  was  chosen  as  part  of  a  group 
traveling  to  South  Africa  in  1962  to  rep- 
resent the  U.S.  and  U  of  I  to  foster  reha- 
bilitation by  means  of  education  and 
sports  exhibitions,  huck  was  employed 
by  the  United  States  Government,  in  So- 
cial Security  Administration  from  1960- 
1987. 

Chuck  married  Adrienne  Engelhardt 
February  7,  1960  in  Champaign,  IL.  She 
survives.  Survivors  also  include  a  son. 
Carey  Jonathan  (April)  Dahncke  of 
Greenwood,  IN;  a  daughter,  Elise  Mara 
of  Indianapolis,  IN;  and  one  grandson. 
Curtis  Jonathon  Dahncke  of  Green- 
wood. IN.  Chuck  was  a  very  private  per- 
son with  deep  convictions  who  loved 
reading  and  sports,  especially  Cardinals 
baseball  and  U  of  I  basketball.  He 
played  and  coached  wheelchair  basket- 
ball from  1955  to  1980.  He  enjoyed  his 
fishing  trips  to  Canadian  lakes  and  the 
Arctic  Circle.  He  also  collected  folk 
music  and  early  blues.  He  was  preceded 


in  death  by  his  parents  and  one 
sister.  Mildred  Borden. 

Nancy  R.  Frederick;  65,  of 
Blissfield  passed  away  Sun- 
day, May  28,  2006,  at  her 
home. 

Nancy  R.  Frederick 

Nancy  was  born  on  May  18. 
1 94 1,  in  Detroit.  Michigan;  the 
daughter  of  Max  R.  and  Made- 
line A.  (Dodd)  Frederick. 

Nancy  obtained  a  master's 
degree  and  was  a  teacher  for 
the  State  of  Indiana,  where  she 
retired  from  in  1992.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bliss- 
field.  She  was  an  avid  reader 
and  doll  collector  in  her  spare 
time  and  also  enjoyed  collect- 
ing antique  glass. 

She  is  survived  by  her 
mother  Madeline  Frederick  of  Blissfield;  one 
brother,  Michael  (Cindy)  Frederick  of  Bliss- 
field; a  niece,  Rachel  Reed  of  Palmyra;  and 
a  nephew,  Eric  Frederick  of  Deersfield.  She 
was  preceded  in  death  by  her  father.  Max  R. 
Frederick. 

Following  Nancy's  wishes,  cremation 
was  taken  place.  A  memorial  service  took 
place  later.  Arrangements  were  entrusted  to 
the  Tagsold  Funeral  Home  in  Blissfield, 
Michican. 

Andrew  Southon  Hodge 

Andrew  Southon  "Andy"  Hodge,  22,  of 
Belvidere  died  Tuesday,  August  8,  2006,  fol- 
lowing a  lengthy  illness.  Andy  was  bom  Au- 
gust 25,  1983  in  Oak  Park,  the  son  of  Robert 
G.  and  Margaret  T.  (Taffel)  Hodge.  Andy 
was  a  2001  graduate  of  Belvidere  High 
School  and  a  Junior  at  the  U  of  I.  He  was  an 
Eagle  Scout,  had  a  black  belt  in  karate,  loved 
music,  reading,  writing  and,  most  of  all, 
learning. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  two  memorials  were 
established;  I)  The  Andrew  Hodge  Memor- 
ial for  Belvidere  High  School  Band,  and  2) 
Andy  Hodge  Memorial  Fund  in  care  of  the 
U  of  I.  supporting  cognitive  disability  pro- 
grams at  U  of  I. 


Nancy  Frederick,  Tim  Nugent,  and  IVIarlene  IVIartindale. 


Andy  was  strong  and  courageous  and 
we  will  love  him  forever. 

David  C.  Mieher,  Jr. 

David  C.  Mieher,  Jr.  died  January  27, 
2006,  at  the  Cedar  Crest  Home  in  Mont- 
gomery. AL,  after  a  courageous  battle 
with  cancer. 

David  was  born  in  1936  and  spent  his 
elementary  years  in  Evanston,  IL.  His 
family  moved  to  Jackson,  MS,  where  he 
graduated  from  Central  High  School  in 
1954.  He  attended  Georgia  Tech  Univer- 
sity and  received  his  degree  from  the 
University  of  Illinois.  There  he  met  and 
married  Ruth  Keller,  his  wife  of  47 
years. 

David  and  his  wife  returned  to  Jack- 
son where  he  accepted  a  position  with 
the  WLBT  television  station  and  served 
as  News  Director  from  1968-1973.  He 
was  also  an  avid  member  of  the  Jackson 
Yacht  Club,  participating  in  regattas  de- 
spite he  became  a  paraplegic  after  an  au- 
tomobile accident  when  he  was  19.  He 
retired  from  the  Colonial  Mortgage 
Company  in  2000. 
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Donor  List  . . . 


Gifts 

This  report  recognizes  all  contributions  to 
the  Division  of  Disability  Resources  and 
Educational  Services  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  2006.  Although  every 
effort  is  made  to  ensure  accuracy,  errors 
may  occur.  If  we  have  omitted  your  name 
or  listed  your  name  incorrectly,  please 
contact  the  Office  of  Development  and 
Alumni  Relations,  College  of  Applied 
Health  Sciences,  1206  South  Fourth 
Street,  Champaign,  IL  61820;  (217) 
244-6600. 

Presidents  Council  Members 

The  Division  of  Disability  Resources 
and  Educational  Services  recognizes 
members  of  the  University  of  Illinois 
Foundation  Presidents  Council  for  their 
commitment  to  strengthening  the 
University's  excellence.  We  are  truly 
grateful  to  the  following  Presidents 
Council  members  who  have  provided 
significant  lifetime  contributions  to  the 
University  and  the  Division  of  Disability 
Resources  and  Educational  Services,  and 
to  those  who  supported  the  Division  July 
!,  2005- June  30.  2006,  with  an  annual 
fund  gift  of  $100  or  more. 

The  Laureate  Circle 

Members  who  have  subscribed  one  million 
dollars  or  more. 

Kim  C.  and  Michelle  Pollock 

The  Pentad  Circle 

Members  who  have  subscribed  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more. 
Ethel  Merriam  (deceased) 
Robert  E.  and  Kay  E.  Merrick 
Gerald  A.  and  Nancy  C.  Spinner 
Charles  G.  and  Kay  E.  Stenberg 

The  Centuria  Circle 

Members  who  have  subscribed  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more. 

Merlyn  G.  Earnest 

Morris  L.  Hecker,  Jr.,  and 
Martha  Z.  Hecker 

Sara  Ann  Judy  (deceased) 

Jerene  C.  Keller 


Leon  C.  Keller 
Lynda  L.  Koopman 
Jeffrey  M.  Tinervin 
Jan  S.  Viste 

The  Consular  Circle 

Members  who  have  subscribed  fifty  thousand 
dollars  or  more. 

Theodore  V.  and  Mary  J.  Purvin 

Malcolm  C.  Shunleff 

The  Membership  Circle 

Members  who  have  subscribed  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  or  more. 

Stanley  E.  Birstein 

Raymond  F.  and  Ann  B.  Borelli 

Patricia  Adele  Borelli  Burbach 

Susan  J.  Chaplinsky 

Carmine  Corsetti 

Jean  L.  Driscoll 

James  A.  and  Yvonne  L.  Dyer 

Charles  M.  Elander 

Carl  F.  Faust,  Jr..  and  Julia  B.  Faust 

Rondal  A.  and  JoLynn  R.  Gower 

Arthur  A.  Hasse 

Joseph  Allen  Hemphill 

Thomas  L.  and  Louise  M.  Jones 

Douglas  M.  Karlen 

John  A.  Konya 

Jeffrey  I.  and  Lisa  Livovich 

Tina  M.  Marshall 

Ruth  A.  Miller 

Saul  J.  Morse  and  Anne  B.  Morgan 

Timothy  J.  and  Jeanette  S.  Nugent 

Judith  A.  Schaffenacker 

Arlene  E.  Springe 

Richard  J.  and  Nancy  Q.  Walters  (deceased) 

Deans  Club 

The  following  individuals  are  recognized  as 
members  of  the  Applied  Health  Sciences  Deans 
Club  with  gifts  to  the  Division  of  Disability 
Resources  and  Educational  Services  of  $100  to 
$1000+ from  July  1.  2005-June  30.  2006. 

Gold  Chapter 

$1,000  and  over 

Lawrence  E.  Castle 
Kristine  G.  and  Patrick  J.  Devine 
Richard  J.  and  Anita  L.  Feltes 
John  H.  and  Claudia  B.  HoUiman 


Marjorie  F.  Myers 

Marti  A.  Raul 

Geraldine  Swift 

William  and  Kylie  Martin  Waller 

Silver  Chapter 

$500-$999 

Arlene  M.  Briody 
Phyllis  Ann  Jones 
Elsie  Ann  Kostka 
Shauna  S.  Larsen 
Miriam  Nibley-Ladner 
John  M.  Schmid 
Robert  G.  Sjostrom 
Randy  L.  Smith 

Bronze  Chapter 

$IOO-$499 

Robert  L.  Adams 

Stephen  P.  and  Bess  E.  Afendoulis 

Robert  Arnold 

Michael  W.  and  Jane  A.  Bartlett 

Barbara  A.  Baum 

Zachary  A.  Beaulieu 

Glen  L.  and  Sylvia  D.  Bellows 

Thomas  E.  Blake 

William  R.  and  Paula  B.  Boston 

Barney  R.  and  Michele  L.  Cargile 

William  L.  Colbert,  Jr..  and 

Susan  B.  Colbert 
Harold  R.  Coldwater 
Victoria  L.  Covington 
Robert  L.  Cumpstone 
Mark  A.  Curley 
Daniel  G.  Dropko 
Richard  W.  Dubberke 
John  S.  Fine 
Howard  G.  Foell 
Margaret  M.  Foote 
Travis  J.  Gaertner 
Jessica  M.  Galli 
Peter  A.  Garceau 
Annette  Gaytan 
Mike  and  Londa  Gazall 
Joseph  F.  Geraidi 
Berenice  Gherardini 
Jon  R.  Gunderson 
Paul  F.  Guttmann 
Sarah  E.  Hackler 
Amber  R.  Haines 
Wataru  Horie 
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^^^^^^^^^^                                              Q  2007  Sigma  Signs 

Terr>'  L.  Hurst 

Douglas  L.  and  Norma  Van  Selow 

N.  Benjamin  Davidson 

Robert  T.  Kaloupek 

Steven  J.  von  Nordheim 

Gerald  R.  and  Alicia  S.  Davis 

Richard  W.  Kommers 

Tom  L.  Weber 

Kathy  L.  Davis 

Margot  L.  Kramer 

Mary  J.  Whitman 

Polly  H.  Dawson 

Marvin  J.  Lapicola 

Linda  A.  Whitney 

Deborah  M.  Day 

Deborah  Dillon  and  David  Lightfoot 

Jonathan  L.  Wilkin 

Damaris  D.  and  Ricky  J.  De  Blasio 

John  W,  Lockwood 

Sheryl  Wolochuk 

Larry  J.  and  Cheryl  L.  DeHaan 

Patrick  W.  and  Michelle  L.  Maher 

Katherine  E.  Wone 

Bill  Demby 

Robert  0.  and  Carolyn  L.  Malm 

Jeff  A.  and  Diana  L.  Zimmerman 

Sara  A.  Doubek 

Lawrence  E.  Maus 

N'Dome  C.  Dougherty 

Jean  A.  McCay 

Olympians 

Robert  A.  Dover 

Timothy  and  Victoria  McGrory 

The  following  individuals  are  recognized  as 

Marilyn  R.  Driscoll  and  Lawrence  E. 

Spirit  Messingham 

Olympians  and  contributed  $l-$99  to  the 

Driscoll,  Jr. 

Kevin  Michels 

Division  of  Disability  Resources  and 

Gregory  S.  and  Jeannette  R.  Elliott 

Ruth  K.  Mieher 

Educational  Senicesfrom  July  I.  2005-June 

Gary  N.  Ervin 

Jeffrey  R,  Miller 

30,  2006: 

Dwight  M.  Esarey 

Philip  N.  and  Holly  K.  Mirell 

Lloyd  W.  and  Lela  Carolyn  Ackland 

Emily  Fetters 

David  S.  Mundy 

Sarah  C.  Anderson 

Frank  J.  Fiorello 

Naneil  R.  Newlon 

Louis  P.  Baron 

Eleanor  G.  Fitzhugh 

Louis  P.  F.  Nieper 

J.  Maria  Behrens 

Eric  L.  Flatt 

Laura  R,  Oftedahl 

Lois  Kathryn  Bennin 

Carol  H.  Foss 

John  J.  O'Neill 

James  R.  and  Mary  E.  Benson 

Robert  C.  Foster 

Judith  A.  Pachciarz 

Mary  Frances  Berger 

Lenora  Frisby 

Par\iz  Parhami 

Adam  W.  Bleakney 

Barbara  C.  Frock 

Brent  D.  Peterson 

Stephen  J.  Bodnar 

Michael  H.  and  Maureen  E.  Frogley 

Ronald  L.  Phelps 

Patricia  A.  Bowen 

Wallace  E.  and  Phyllis  Frost 

Dale  A.  Prochaska 

Jason  and  Susan  Buechele 

Molly  D.  Gaisford 

Colin  M.  Quinn 

Robert  H.  and  Debra  P.  Bunchman 

Sherrilyn  S.  Ganske 

Krisoula  L.  Quiros 

Stephen  D.  and  Barbara  A.  Burdette 

John  J.  Gapsis 

Alberta  L.  Richetelle 

George  K.  Caddy 

Chad  R.  Gentry 

Paul  J.  Ripp 

Michael  C.  Cafferty 

Marjorie  A.  Glossop  and 

Marilyn  B.  Rogers 

Robert  P.  and  Sylvia  J.  Carlson 

Donald  L.  Glossop.  Jr. 

Theodore  C.  and  Mary  E.  Rounds 

Carolyn  J.  Carroll 

Mark  E.  Goldhaber 

Ben  and  Jennifer  L.  Ruddell 

Robert  A.  and  Alice  B.  Carroll 

Mary  Ann  Graham 

James  B.  Schick 

Janet  W.  Carson 

John  W.  and  Mrs.  Greene 

William  M.  Schuyler  Jr. 

Herbert  Charles  Chancellor  and 

Walid  M.  Hafez 

Donald  W.  Seifferth 

Anna-Marie  Van  Puymbroeck 

Armgard  E.  Haken 

Fred  L  Shandling 

Lynn  L.  Chenoweth 

Joan  Hansen 

Charles  O.  Sheridan 

Jennifer  N.  Chew 

James  E.  and  Jacquelynn  J.  Harder 

Martin  B.  Silverman 

Stacy  A.  Chiang 

Mary  A.  Hardy 

Santiago  Solis 

Duane  R.  Christianson 

John  D.  Hathaway,  Sr. 

Anderson  and  Susan  M.  Spickard 

Phyllis  L.  Cline 

Heidi  J.  Hedberg 

George  B.  Stupp  Jr. 

Richard  M.  and  Ahce  Cody 

Thomas  C.  Hein 

Susan  E.  Suter 

Diane  E.  Cohen 

Kathrine  L.  Heinrichs 

Theresa  M.  and  Terry  P.  Swift 

David  B.  Collins 

Loretta  Hermann 

Richard  J.  Sygulla 

Mark  E.  Crosley 

Martin  J.  Herzog 

James  N.  Taylor 

A.  David  and  Donna  M.  Cummings 

Robert  W.  Hinton 

Don  L.  Thompson 

Walter  F.  and  Michelle  Y.  Cunningham 

Gregory  A.  and  Linda  M.  Hoskins 

Garrett  S.  Timbie 

Charles  J.  Dahncke.  Jr.  (deceased)  and 

Roy  D.  Hostetler  (deceased) 

John  H.  Tocks 

Adrienne  E.  Dahncke 

John  R.  Huffman 

Michael  T  Van  Cleve 

Karen  A.  Dannenhauer 

Ellen  M.  Johnson 

Gordon  E.  Van  Joske 

Jennifer  L.  Dauderman 

Gerald  S.  and  Janice  L.  Kalman 
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Michael  A.  Rembis 

Corporations,  Foundations, 

Robert  M.  Keller 

Christina  M.  Ripp 

and  Organizations 

Sarah  M.  Kelly 

Richard  M.  Roderick 

Abbott  Laboratories  Fund 

Stan  P.  Kerr 

Mark  A.  Rosen 

Accenture  Foundation,  Inc. 

Renee  B.  Kessinger 

Steven  and  Debra  A.  Ruddell 

Aetna  Foundation,  Inc. 

Kerry  T.  and  Leigh  K.  Keylock 

Donald  F.  and  Ruth  E.  Ryskamp 

All  World  Medical 

David  Paul  and  Sandra  L.  Kiley 

Paul  L.  and  Ann  Scher 

Ameriprise  Financial  Employee  Gift 

Thomas  F.  Kinsella 

Margaret  M.  Schmit 

Matching  Program 

Gerald  W.  Kortness 

Randolph  D.  Scroggins 

The  Andersons  Agriservices,  Inc. 

Sandra  P.  Kubbs 

Florence  E.  Sexton 

AON  Foundation 

Larry  K.  Labiak 

Douglas  D.  Shull 

Bridgestone/Firestone,  Inc. 

James  L.  Lawyer 

Thomas  E.  Silkey 

Burlington  Northern  Santa  Fe 

Christopher  J.  Lenart 

Paul  D.  and  Sheila  E.  Sones 

Luis  A.  and  Donna  Leon 

Abby  L.  Sorkin 

Foundation 

Charles  A.  Linster 

Alice  M.  Sporar 

Crossroads  Investigation  Services 

Joseph  A.  Lokanc  Jr. 

David  C.  Stanger 

Cutlerville  Eyecare 

Eugene  J.  Lombardo,  Sr.  and 

Donald  K.  Steinmetz 

Disability  Outreach  Foundation 

Leona  Lombardo 

Thomas  G.  Sternberg 

Gordon  E.  Van  Joske  and  Associates 

R.  Lance  Loughry 

Debbie  A.  Stewart 

Hartford  Financial  Services 

Adriane  G.  Ludwick 

Harry  E.  and  Martha  B.  Stewart 

The  Hein  Family  Living  Trust 

Paul  F.  and  Mary  Ann  Luedtke 

Robert  J.  and  Marie  B.  Szyman 

Huntington  Financial  Group,  LLC 

Harry  J.  Maiberger 

Amy  B.  Takashima 

IBM  Corporation 

Steven  A.  Marshall 

Robert  A.  and  Colleen  Tandy 

IBM  Matching  Grants  Program 

Harold  E.  Matteson 

Joseph  A.  Tanny 

International  Business  Machines 

James  A.  Mayer 

Marilyn  L.  Taylor 

Corporation 

Sylvia  A.  Meek 

Robert  J.  Taylor 

The  John  D.  and  Minnie  R.  Schneider 

Barbara  H.  Meyer 

Michael  L.  and  Cai'ol  A.  Terstriep 

Charitable  Trust 

Evelyn  M.  Moore 

J.  Edward  Tichenor 

Kiwanis  Early  Risers 

Kerri-Anne  Mullen 

Sandra  D.  Trabaek 

L.  &  L.  Enterprises 

Sharon  R.  Mundy 

Lucille  Turigliatto 

McGrory,  Inc. 

James  J.  Nance 

Albert  E,  Turner 

Michels  Roofing  Inc. 

Sebastian  C.  Naslund 

Gary  and  Debra  Van  Solkema 

Michigan  Hand  Center 

Tamara  Nwoko 

George  F.  Veenstra 

Morris  County  Holding.  LLLP 

Michael  A.  Odle 

William  M.  Ward  and 

Oklahoma  City  Community 

Scott  A.  Paluska  and 

Shirley  L.  Chamberiain 

Foundation  Inc 

Nancy  L.  McElwain 

Michael  S.  and  Deborah  S.  Warkins 

P  &  G  Pharma  PR,  Inc. 

Kelly  S.  Petraitis 

William  R.  Waud 

Pepsico  Foundation 

Jorgen  C.  Phillips 

Ruth  C.  Webb 

Deborah  Piette-Wilson 

Dean  E.  Webster 

Phillips  Capital 

Kent  F.  Potter 

Keith  W.  Wessel 

Scarborough  Holdings.  LLLP 

Virginia  E.  Potter 

Marcia  H.  Wetherby 

Washington  DC  Metropolitan  Police 

Bryan  G.  Pratt 

Kathryn  N.  Wliitlock 

Deptirtment 

Daryl  G.  and  Carole  E.  Pratt 

James  Willis 

Wisconsin  Energy  Corporation 

Julie  A.  Pryde 

Betty  M.  and  Arnold  M.  Wood 

Foundation,  Inc. 

Roscoe  and  Marjorie  Randell 

Carol  A.  Wooledge 

180  Medical,  Inc. 

Kent  M.  Reel 

James  A.  and  Rita  A.  Wronkiewicz 

Kathleen  M.  Reeves 

Paul  R.  Wyness 

Roger  A.  and  Deborah  J.  Reeves 
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